[24 May, 1918.]

Legislative Hsasembly,

Friday, 24h May, 1918

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 pm,,
and read prayers.

[For ** Questions on Notice' and * Papers
Presented > see ** Votes an® Proceedings.”}

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Counrcil's Message.

The Assembly having made an amondment
to which the Council agreed subject to further
amendments, the Council’s further amendments
wera how considered,

In Committee.
Hon. G. Taylor in the Chair; Hon. R. H.
gnderwood (Honorary Minister) in charge of the
ill :

No. 1. Strike out the words * the following
proviso to the clanse,” and insert ** the follow-
ing new clause, to stand as Clause 54." No, 2,
Strike out “ provided that the amendments
made by this section,” and insert “ the amend-
ments made by section 41."

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I move—

“* That the amendments be agreed to.”
This is the proviso inserted to Clause 5 that the
amendments shall continue in force to the 30th
September, 1919, and no longer. The Council
requested ns to ingert this amendment at the snd
of the Bill, but it was sent back to the Council,
and now it has been returned as Clause 54.

Question put and passed, the Council’s amend-
ments ngreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the Council,

BILL—GENERAL LOAN AND INSCRIBED
STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

Request for Conference.

The Council having made an amondment to
which the Assembly agreed swhbiect to further
emendments, aad the Counecil declining to agree
to the Assembly’s further amondments, the rea-
gona for so doing were now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair ; the Colenial Treasurer
in charge of the Bill
Council’s reagons for declining to agree to the
Agsembly’s amendoents—** That in the opinion
of the Legislative Couancil in the.cvent of it being
found necessary to issue inscribed stock in respect
of any new Ilnan at a higher rate of interest than
five per cent., Parliament should be approached
for specifie power to pay such higher rate.”
The COLONIAL TREASURER : I move—
“That a conference by the Legislative As-
sembly with the Legislative Council be requested
on the General Loan and Inseribed Stock Act
Amendment Bill, with a view of the substitu-
tion for Clauses 2 and 3 of a clause as follows—
(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of the pro.
viso to Section 18 of the principal Act, interest
on inscribed stock or dehentures issued under
the authority of any Loan Act in foree at the
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commencement of this Act may be at a rate
nob exceeding G} per centum per annum ; pro-
vided that this Act shall apply only to inseribed
stock and debenturcs issued as aforesaid not
later than the 30th day of September, 1919.”

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tha action of the
Legislative Council shows that there could have
been but one intention on their part for refusing
to agree to the amendment and that was to close
down all public works in Western Australia. Just
imagine an opportunity arising to borrow money
abt a fair rate of interest, perhaps a shade over
five per cent., and the Treasurer being obliged
to summen Parliament in order to get permission
to borrow that money. The money might be
urgently required for the earrying out of public
works, but he would not be able to avail himself
of the opportunity which might be offering with-
out securing the sanction of Parliament. Wa
know that if Parlisment was out of session it
could not be called together in a fow minutes
and the chance of getting the money might be lost,
People who have sums of money to invest do not
want it to remain idle for any length of time.
The action of the Lagislative Couneil might have
been the result of misunderstanding ; at any rate
tho action is detrimental to the best intercsts of
the State. I trust the managers of the con-
ference will be able to show the Leyislative Council
the error of their ways. On two occasions the
Legisiative Cnuncil have done this and there
eould not have been a mistake on the second
occasion even though there might have been a
mistake on the first.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The hon,
member has raised quite a legitimate point. Of
course 1 could, if the opportunity arose, borrow
money at any rate of interest [ liked under the
Lacal Tnscribed Stock Act. In fact there are
three Acts under which [ ¢ould borrow, one is the
Local Inscribed Stock Act, under which I can
horrow money at unlimited interest. The second
is the Treasury Bills Act, and now we want this
one hecause we have agreed with the Common-
wealth Government that whatever terms they
get, we shall give them the same terms. Qbwiously
the Commonwealth will borrow at the best terms
offering, and they have a right to come to ua and
say that they do not want our local inscribed
stock, because it has ouly five years currency, and
that they must have debentures, hecause they
are not domiciled. There is no subterfuge about
this. When we borrow money to-day it is the
lender who says what kind of security he re-
quires ; and if he wants debentures, at present
we have no authority to give him debentures,
Of course T could borrow at five per cent, and
put it at £10 discount. Members of another
place will not sec this, I regret that on the first
occosion I did not make the position perfestly
clear, but since the second occasion there has
been no room for doubt as to what we want. We
are likely to be so eircumstanced that, in order to
carry on imperative works we may havo to pay
64 per cont. interest. There will be no cheap
money for some considerable time, O course,
the Commonwealth may not ask for debentures
after all, but on the other hand use may have
to give debontures for any Joans we may raise.

Question put and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolution reported ; the report adopted, and
& Mcssage accordingly returned to the Couneil,
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Appointment of Managers.
The COLONIAL TREASURER Imove—

** That the Managers be the Colonial Treasurer,
the Attorney General, and the leader of the
Opposition.”

Question put and passed.

BILL—VERMIN.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair ; Hon. F. E. 8. Willmots
{Honorary Minister) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 9-—Appiication of funds:

The CHAIRMAN: The position is that the
member for Kanowna has moved to insert the
following new paragraph, ‘' For defraying the
expenses incidental to the destruction of vermin on
all Crown lands and public reserves and all vacant
lands adjacent to private holdings.” On this
amendment Mr., Johnston has moved a further
amendment to omit “all ” before * Crown ™ and
“all " beforc “ vacant.” The guestion is that the
amendment on the amendment be agreed to.

Amendment on the amendment put and passed,

Amendment as amended put, and a division
taken with the following result :—

Ayes . . 13
Noes . 13
2

Majority against

AYES,
My, Angwin Mr. Mltchell
Mr. Chesson Mr. Money
Mr. Collier Mr, Pickering
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Rocke
Me. Hickmuott Mr, Walker
Mr Jones Mr. Lutey
Mr. Maley (Teller.)
NoOES.
Mr, Angelo i Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Brown Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Davies 'l Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Thomson
Mr. George Mr, Underwood
Mr. driffiths Mr. Willmott
Mtr., Leirey ! Mr. Hardwleck
Mr. Najrn (Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : I move an amend-
ment—

“ That after ‘taken’ in line 3 of paragraph

{d) the words ‘on Crown lands or otherwige’

be inserted.”

This amendment embodies all that the lagt amend.
ment aimed at.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You resisted the last
amendment merely because you had not moved
it yourself. It is just paltry, childish play.

Mr. HARRISON : Docs the amendment meart
that where rabbits on Crown lands are 2 menace
to any private holding the Government will do
their best to cradicate the rabbits on Crown lands
near to that holding ? 1 want an assurance from
the Minister in charge that this will be done in the
same 8pirii by the Government as they expect the
farmers, under the Bill, to exhibit in carrving out
the work that they are to be compelled to do.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, T, E. 8 WILLMOTT : It is the intention
of the Government to sec that everything is done
that can be done te enable the farmer to snccess-
fully cope with the pest. Our Crown lands are of
vast dimensions., and the Minister in charge of
this work will have to decide how the money that
will be appropriated is to be spent. It has been
pointed out that the settlers furthest enst are
those who are acting as buffers agrinst the rabbita
for the rest of the Statec. 1t i3 for that reason
that Subclavse (d) was-placed in the mensure, and
8o that the Minister might, out of the moneys
appropriated, allocate sums to those particular
vermin districta to enable them to put down the
pest. 1t is rerognised that those boards in she
thick of the pest will need monetary nsaistance,

Hon. T. WALKER: T am surprised at the
attitude of the Government. This Subclause (d)
is precisely the same as the amendment which 1
moved last night. T was asked to withdraw it,
snd it was said that otherwise the Committee
stage would have te be adjourncd for the purpose
of a consultation being held in Cabinet on the
matter, Not a word of explanation has, how-
ever, yet been given by the Government regarding
the matter.

The Minister for Works : There was no necessity
for me to say anything. ‘

Hon. J. Mitchell : Why are we here to-day ?

- Hon. W. C. Angwin: To listen to the decision
of Cabinet on the elause.
Hon. T. WALKER. -

arrived at?

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott : Evidently.

Hon, T. WALKER : If go, I want it to he
ploced on reeord as to why the amendment which
I moved, and which was more clear and specific
than the subclause now under consideration, was
ignored and voted against, and why immediately
after its defeat the Minister in charge of the Bill
moved an amendment to effcet precisely the *
same thing,

Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT : The hon. member
has some justificetion for feeling that he hag
been slighted.

Hon. T. Waller :
glighted.

Hon. ¥. E. 5. WILLMOTT : I had intended to
state my intention of moving this further amend-
ment in Subclause (d), where T am advised by my
advisers it is the proper place [or it to go, but the
Chairman put the question so quickly--

Hon, T. Walker: You cannot blame the Chair.

Hon, F. E, S, WILLMOTT : I was perhaps too
slow in getting on my feet. It was my intention
to do this, as [ have just stated. There is no
desire to be discourteous to the hon. member,

Hon. T. WALKER: The explanation i3 un-
patisfactory. The amendment of the Honorary
Minister shows that my amendment was not of the
heinous character that it was reported to be. In
consequence of the silence of the Honorary Miniater
the real value and the direction contained in my
amendment are lost to the Bill. My amendment
waa specific as to the expenditure of money on
Crown lands, public reserves, and iands adjecent
to private holdings. In substance the two amend.
ments are the game, but in my amendment there
was an incisivenesa and clearness of dircetion which
i not found in the amendment moved by the
Honorary Minister. I question whether, if we
observe the rules of the House, we can adept this
latter amendment, on the ground that it is the same
in substance as that upon which the Commitiec
have alrcady come to a decision.

Has any decision been

The Opposition have been
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Point of Order.

Hon, W, C. Angwin : T riso to a point of order.
I claim thal we have already decided, in the
negative, an amendment for the approprintion of
money for the purpose of " defraving the expenses
ingidenlal 40 the destrurtion of vermin on all
Crown lands.” My point of order romes under
Standing Order 170, Although that amendment
way defeated the Honorary Miniater now wishes to
incorporate in the clause an amendment providing
for the appropristion of moncys in connection with
‘“all Crown lands or otherwise.” This amend-
ment is the same in substance as that which has
been defeated,

Hon. T Walker : It is clear that the amendinent
of the Honorary Minisber is against the rules of
the House, and that it is the same in substance
ag that which has been rejected. We cannot
stultify ourselves by passing this amendment,
and will have to think of some other way of effecting
the purpose required, namely, the destruetion of
rabbits. .

The Chairman: The guestion is as to whether
the amendment of the member for Kanowna to
ingert & now subclause—which was rejected—
i3 substangially the same as the amendment now
moved by the Honorary Minister in Subclause (d).
The principle of expenditure on Crown lands has
not been negatived up till now. In my opinion
the Honorary Minister is in order in proposing the
insertton of the words.

Committee Resnmed.

Hon. ¥. E. 8, WILLMOTT : 1 desire t¢ em-
phasise that my advisers informed me this was
the proper place to have the words inverted. I
should Le doing wrong if, against the advice given
me, I allowed the words to be inserted elsewhere.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: 1 do not think the
(Government have any intention of carrying out
what their amendment proposes. Their objection
to the amendment of the member for Kanowna
wns simply an objection to the side of the Chamber
from which the amendment came. Both «sides
of the Chamber 1 consider have been treated
discourteonsty in the matter. The Honorary Min-
ister let the Rmendmens of the member for Kanowna
go without speaking because he saw the numbers.

Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott : Nothing of the sort.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The Honorary Minister's
amendment does not touch public reserves at all.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott : They are Crown lands,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But they are vested in
certain persons. I care not what Government
may be in power— and 1 do not think present
Ministers will be there long—they cannot shirk
their responsibility on the rabbit question.
Whether or not they are willing to have a direct
expression of opinion from Parlinment on the
point, they will have tp kill the rabbits : and the
clause should econtain somcthing definitely and
clearly appropriating money for the purpose.
Subsidies, which are leflt to the (iovernment,
mey be discontinued altogether, and probably
will he discontinucd when money i3 short. The
result will be to cnuse the work of destruction
to prove much more expensive later on,

Hon. T. WALKER : Iiatend to move an amend-
ment on the amendment, namely to strike out
the words “and otherwise” and to insert in lieu
thereof '' public reserves and vacant Jands adjacent
to private holdings.”

The Attorney Ceneral:

You should add the
words * and elsewhgre.”
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Hon. T. WALKER: That can be done.

The Attorney General : What do you call vacant
lands ?

Hon. T. WALKER : The pressure, owing to the
rabbit invasion, hag been 50 severe in the Eastern
districts that some of the settlers have been com-
pelled te abundon their holdings. Such holdings
1 would describe as vacant lands. They aiec &
greater danger than the Crown lands. I move
an amendment on the amendment—

““That the words ‘or otherwise™ he struck
out, with a view to the insertion of other words.”
Mr. MONEY : 'The Minister can hardly appre-

ciate what would be the effect of his original
smendment. Instead of widening the powers of
the Government, it would limit them. Without
the mention of a place, the power is unlimited.
1f the intention had been that the clanse should
moan *“Crown lands snd elsewhere,” those words
would have becn used. The Minister should be
bappy o accopt the amendment moved by the
member for Kanowna. No meoney ia being voted
for the purpose, but the Honoraty Minister's
smendment as propused to be amended would
point out to future Governments that they are
expected to do their utmost to prevent the in-
cursion of rabbits, and, if necessary, to cope
cHectively with the pest on Crown lands and un-
occupied lands.

Mr. PICKERING : I support the amendment
hecause I bave contended all along that this measure
is not sufficiently far-reaching. The Govern-
ment must be alive to the enormously heavy re-
sponsibilities thrown on the shoulders of the
farmers who are the asdvance guard of settlement.
Those men must he helped. The question is not
one of policy, but of saving the agricultural com-
munity of Westcrn Australia.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I greatly regret
that, owing to circumstances, the Honorary Min-
istor was not able to give his cxplanation at the
time. Had he been able to do so, the’'moember for
Kanowna would have secn at ence that the Govern-
nment do not object to the insertion of such a pro-
vision. One has only to gather the meaning of
Clause 9. No moneys have been appropriated
as yet, but, when appropriated, they may be
spént in certain ways. Genetally speaking, the
(tovernment might spend the moneys to be ap-
propriated on Crown land: or vacant holdings,
the object being tu exterminate the rabbit wherever
found in Western Australia. Therefore it would
be almost sufficient if paragraph (a) only had
appeared in the clause. The claunse itself is speci-
ally wide. I agrec with the member for Bunbury
that where yuu speciolise in a clause, the more
contraction you make in it. I would have been
satisfled if it said that the moneya appropriated
shall be applied for exterminating rabbits. The
paragraph might well be compressed into the
words, “and generally for the destruction of
vermin wherever it may be found in Western
Australia™ Paragraph (d) relates generally to
expenditure,

Hon. T. Walker: I did not want it to be general,
I want it more specified,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
suggestion of the member for Kanowna quite
meets the case, provided it is made sufficiently
general, I understand the words he desires to
add are, “ on Crown lands, public reserves, vacant
lands and clsewhere.”

Hon. T. Walker: No, ** on Crown lands, vacant
areas adjucent to private holdings and elsewhere”



1786

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: Might not
"elsewhere ¥ relute to public lands ? Why not
put before “ Crown lands,” the words * private
lands,” ?

Hon. T, Walker: Those are dealt with by the
board.

The CHAIRMAN : It would be as well to desl
}ivith the amendment to strike out the words

rst.

Amendment (to strike out the words * or other-
wise '} put and passed.

Hon. T. Walker: I move an amendment—

“That the following words be inserted :—

* public reserves, vacant lands adjacent to private

holdings and clsewhere.’ **

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Show me where
Crown lands come in.

Hon, T. WALKER : The board is authorised
to spend moncy there and if money is not spenp
in connection with private lands, the boards are
authorsed o do it, and the Minister can do it
if the board does not. What is necessary is to
draw attention to the fact that it ia an obligation
to deal with those lands that are not held privately.
The whole Bill is for advancing and spending
money on lands that are held, but there is nuthing
specificully to draw attention to the necessity of
dealing with those portions of the State not occu.
pied, and we are suthorising now the distribution
of money from moncys appropriated for that

urpose.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause o3
drawn i8 as wide as the limits of Weastern Australia,
end the Minister can spend monoy under it
wherever he lihes and there i8 no limit but the
coast line of the country. When the hon. member
comes forward with a limitation it falls within
the gencral rule laid down by the member for
Bunbury, that if you limit the general by specific
instances, you cut the general out and only spend
the money on the specific instantes. The amend-
ment will have the effect of permitting the Minister
to spend moneys appropriated on Crown lands,
public reserves, vacant lands adjacent to holdings
and clsewhere,

Hon. T. Walker: * And elsewhere”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That relates
to the vacent areas. Why limit it at all. Para-
graph (d} is specially wide to include cverything
and if we start limitations we may omit something
that ought to go in. I do not mind this amend-
ment being passed provided we add “ private
lands,” but I think the clause should be left as
it is. It is ekilfully drawn and if we interfere with
it, we ghall be making work for the lawyers.

Hon. T. WALKER : What is specifically men-
tioned T understand, excludes what is not. But
we can alter thet. I think the clause is gencral
enough, but I do not like the word * clsewhere.”
There might be an addendum *‘and generally
on all lands of the State whether held privately
or otherwise.” I want the amcndment inserted
s0 that it mwy he cverlastingly hefore the eycs
of those who have the administration of this Bill
that it is obligatery to sttend to the clearing of
Crown landes of vermin.

Mr. MALEY : I support the amendment of
the Minister because, after all, it is not mandatory,
Even to-dsy, under the cxisting Act, the depari-
ment has no suthority to spend money on the
destruction of rabbits ; the Bill states that moncy
may be ueed for that purpose. It does not compel
the Government to engage in extermination.

The PREMIER : I would prefer to see the sub-
:lauge remain ag it ia printed. If we add the words

[ASSEMBLY.]

proposed, neither the farmer nor the State will be
benefited. The value of the Bill depends upon
the administration of it. The clause gives power
to appropriate certain moneys, which may bhe
applicd by the Government for & certain purpose,
and then there is brought in a drag-net paragraph,
which embraces everything. It is the desire of
the Covernment to follow up the destruction of
rabbita on Crown lands and to supplement the
efforts of the vermin boards, After all, it is only
by co-operation on the part of the farmers, the
boards and the Government that we shall be able
to cope with the evil. The clause has been drafted
with great care and we might lot it stand as it is,

Hon. P. COLLIER : It would greatly facilitate
the passage of the Bill if we were to go back to
the usual method of dealing with Bills. The
Honorary Minister made fair progress with the
measure last night while he was lef6 alone and
until we reached Clauso 9, when the Minister for
Worlks took the Bill cntirely out of the Honorary
Minister's hands. This afternoon the Honorary
Minister submits an amendment to the clause
and no socner does he do so than the Attorney
Gieneral butts in and takes the Bil! out of his
colleague’s hands and suggeste an amendment
on that moved by his colleague.

The Attorney General: I did not do anything
of the kind.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Attormney General
has been agreeing with the member for Kenowna
and he said, “ I will accept it,” without even con-
sulting his colleague. The Attomey General no
sooner dees that than the Premier riscs and states
that he does not agree with either of his colleagues,
and he asks the Committee to allow the clause to
stand as it i8.” How can we make any progress
with measures when that kind of thing takes place—
three Ministers in charge of & Bill and disagrecing
with cach other. The manner in which the Hon-
orary Minister handled the Bill last night indicated
that he had a thorough grasp of it. and if he is
permitted to remain in charge of it better results
will follow., It is impossible for the Bill to be
dealt jwith satisfactorily if three Ministers are
going to control it, cach Minister expressing dif.
ferent opinions,

Hon, T. WALKER: As soon a3 a measure of
this kind becomes law it is passed over to & de-
partment and the official head conducta prac-
ticelly all the business under it, and he regulates
his conduct according to what he may observe
in the Bill. Only the other day I wag talking to
one who was engaged in tho administration of
the old Rabbit Act, and I was drawing his attcn-
tion to the migration going on to the east of the
rabbit-proof fence, and imagine my surprise when
he eaid to me, * That is practically out of my
sphere of action.” That officer understood
the administration of the Rabbit Act as it stands,
and this Bill is practically a repliea of it. As
gure as we are living, if we sllow these general
words to remain without some indication of the
sense of the House, when the Bill passes into law,
being almost & copy of the old Act of 1902, it
will be interpretated in the same lackadaisical
wny as hitherto. In other words, no innovation,
will be made. We want to direct the attention
of the administrative staff to Crown lands ad-
jacent to settlement and adjacent to vacant lands
snd public reserves, ond our only way to do that
is to put it in the Bill. My amendment covers
every part of the State, and it must be everlast-
ingly visible to those who will have the adminis-
tration of the Act that it is our desire that atien-
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tion be paid to Crown lands and public reserves
which may be a source of the spread of the pest.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I agree to the
amendment, and if hon. members find later on
that we are confining ourseives to certain areas
and not to the whole of the State, we can only
blame the lawyers for it.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, T. WALKER : I move an amendment—

“.That at the end of paragraph {(d) the words
‘in any part of the State’ be added.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T think the
clause covers it.

Amendment put and possod,

Mr, PICKERING: I move an amendment—

* That the following be added to stand as
paragraph (o) :— The Government shall, in
deciding the amount to be distribnted to vermin
bcards, deo so on the basis of the ratio that the
unalienated land bears to the alienated land
and land in process of alienation, and shall take
into consideration the rates levied by such
boards ; provided that in areas other than
agricultural areas the basis for consideration
be that of rating.’ ™

We want the greater portion of the amount dis-
tributed to be placed with those boards which
have the least opportunity of getting in revenue.
Soeme of our remote arcas are very sparsely popu-
lated, and the amount of rates collected therein
mdst be very small as compared with others.
I desire that every consideration shall bo given to
such areas. The reason for the proviso is that
the method of rating in agricultural areas is differ-
ent from that in the pastoral areas.

Mr. HARRISON: It appears to me that if
the amemndment were agreed to it would mean
that certain areas in the State would have to be
subsidised, irrespective of tho presence of vermin,
and would get an amount in proportion with the
ares of uonalienatod land. The money should
go where it is most urgently needed, where the
pest is spreading or doing most harm.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is a question, not of
the size of the area, but of the ratic of unalienated
to alicnated land ; becasuse the alienated land
pays rates, whereas the unalienated land does
not. In consequence s vermin board having
o large proportion of unalienated land would
have less revenue to defray the cost of extermin-
ation of the pest. -

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The amendment
would defeat the hon. member’s purpose. Take
the case of Kimberley ; thers iz there s asmall
proportion of alienated land and a very lagre
proportion of unslienated land held by persons
who at present are in a better position to pay
rates than are any other section of the communaty.
Under the proposed amendment we should have
to subsidise that part of the State in proportion
to the unalienated land. We already have power
to subsidise boards, and in this respect the Minister
administering the Act will give apecial consider-
ation to boards in whose district the pest is worst.

Amendment put and negatived; the clause as
amended agreed to. .

Clause l0—agreed to.

Clause 11—DMinister may delegate powers:

Mr. MONEY : 'The Honorary Minister should
give reasons why the powers of the Minister should
be delegnted to the chief inspector.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Under the existing
Acts only the Minister has control, and in con-
sequence farmers have had to be brought from
the uttermost parts of the State to appesr before

the Minister. By the delegation of authorit
to the chief inspector this sort of thing will |
obviated, for that official will thus be empowers
to take action on the spot.

Mr. Money: Would not that apply to evel
other Minister ?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT : It has been four
necessary to give the chief inspector the fulle
power. If he finds that & board is not performir
its duties as it ehould do he can take immedia
action. Weeks may elapse if he has to wait
order to report to his Minister. The passing
these powers on to the chief inspector will enab
him to act quickly.

Mr. Pickering: Does it involve the expenditu
of money ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is a diflerent thin
The select committec was somewhab ineclined -
demur regarding this question, but it was point
out that it was chiefly only in regard to matte
of detail that the powers to be given would afle
the chief inspector. Tt was said that these powe
would be rarcly exercised, and we therefore co
sidered the proposal would be a reasonable one.

Mr. HICKMOTT: I would point out that
other States the vermin boards appoint the
own inspectors, but that here the Minister is
do so. ’

Hon. T, Walker: The board can appoint |
ingpector.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: We have inspe
tors under the central administration, and verm
boards also appoint inspectors. )

Clause put and passed.

Olause 12—Vermin districts :

Mr. PICKERING: I move an amendment—

‘“ That in Subelause 1 the following pat

graph be added after paragraph (f) ¢ To divi

and redivide a distriet into wards, and defi;

the boundaries, and assign names to wards.” "
This ig taken from the Roads Board Act, Disbric
can be better worked through the medium
wards than through indiscriminate representatio
[t is desirable that the vermin boards should |
able to divide their areas into wards if they
desire.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: There is a dit
culty in carrying this out., Where there is o
roads board it would be easy to divide it in
wards, but where there are a3 many as six roa
boards in & vermin district great difficulty wou
occur in the matter of representation. Such
vermin district could not satisfactorily be sp
into wards on account of the varying sizes of tl
roads board districts.

Mr. Johnston: That should make it ali t
moro necessary.

Hon. F, E. 5. WILLMOTT : T do not think t!
propasal would be workable,

Hon. T, WALKER : I think it would be mo
workable than the system proposed, and wou
make for localised interest, 1 see no reason wl
delegates coming from a board on to the centr
vermin board should not call themselves rep
sentatives of woards. Thoy would all be und
one chairman. There arc placea where it wou
not be wise to have wards, but other places whe
a board can best be worked under this form
subdivision, The amendment will not make
obligatory to subdivide. For instance, in sop
cages the Minister will be the board.

Mr. TROY: I am inclined to sepport ¢
smendment on the ground that the system
dividing inio wards and giving each ward a
presentative on the board will make for sou
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administration. It would alsc mean that the
various portions of a vermin board district will
have better representation than under the propesed
system.

Amendment put and passed ;
amended, agreed to.

Clause 13—Boards :

Mr. H. ROBINSON : Part IV. seems to gontain
nothing definite regarding the appointment of
roads boards as vermin boards. In onc part of
my eclectorate there are a vermin board and a
roads board, involving double expense and not
working very satisfactorily. Where a roads board
exists, it should be compulsery to appoint the
roads board as a vermin board.

Hon. . E. 8. WILLMOTT: Clausc 43 deals
with the question raised by the member for Albany.
If a roads board should refuse to act, the Minister
can act. If a vermin board, after appointment,
should refuse to act, the Minister can step in. If
a vermin board should act in a way unsatisfnctory
to the Minister, he can step in. The idea is to
amalgamate various roads boards into one vermin
board, 8¢ as to save administrakive expense.

Hon. T. WALKER: There i3 a point in the
question raised by the member for Albany. Suop.
pose that out of six roads boards appointed as
one vermin board, five are acting while the sixth
does not send a representative to the vermin
board, what would bc the position ? We cannot
have the board and the Minister both acting.
It seems to wme that in those circumstances the
vermin hoard could still act without the Minister.

Hon. F. E. §. WILLMOTT : In those circum-
stances the Minister would nominate a repre-
sentative of the sixth roads board,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 14 to 18—agreed to.

Clauge 19— Number of votes:

Hon, F, E. 8. WILLMGTT : The clause provides
that an acreage of holding under 10,000 acrea shall
confer onc vote, and that an acreage cxceeding
10,000 but nobt coxcecding 100,000 ncres shall
confer two votes. It seems to me that under this
provision a man holding 10,000 acres exactly
would have no vote at all.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I wish to deal with an
earlier part of the clause. I move an amendment—

“That all words of the clause after " have,’
in line 2, be struck out, with a view to the
ingertion of other words.”

The words I desire to have inserted will provide
that every person qualified to voie shall have one
vobe, and one vote only. I believe Australia is
tho only part of the world which now permits
plural voting. A pemon helding 1,000 acres of
agricultural land—and very few hold 10,000
acres—contributes to the revenue of the State far
more, in proportion, than a person holding 10,000
acres of pastoral land, or for that matter 500,000
acres. Under the claugse as it stands, there is a
possibility of the holders of amall aress of agricul.
tural Jand being out voted by pastoral lessces.
All voters should he on an equality,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : 1 hope the amend.
ment will not be carried. Plural voting is con-
sidered advisable in this connection. New South
Wales and Queensland have plural voting under
sheir vermin legislation, the votks being based on
ste number of stock. Here we propoese to base
she votes on the areas of land held. T trust the
Jommittee will not make this radical change.

Hon, T. WALKER: The change proposed is
¥ no means redical. It fa men who vote, and
herefore in that respect all men should be on an

the clause, a3
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equal footing, The Honorary Minister ought to
acknowledge that this clause has been adopted
from the old and effete vermin logislation which
the Bill proposes to repeal.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes 11
Noes 20
Majoriby against 9
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Cheason Mt. Troy
Mr. Caollier Mr. Walker
Mr. Davies Mr. Wlllcoek
Mr. Holman Mr. Lambert
Mr Jones N (Teller.)
Noes,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr, Brown Mr. Nalro
Mr. Durack Mr. Plckering
‘Mr. George Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. R, T. Roblnsonr
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Mr., Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johpsten Mr. Veryard
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Willmott )
Mr. Maley ir. Hardwlck
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT :
an amendment—

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member cannot
do 8o because the Committec has decided that the
words in tho clause arc to stand as printed,

Clause put and passed.

Clauges 20, 21—agreed to.

Clause 22—When oftice vacated :

Mr. PICKERING : I move an amendment—

* That in paragraph (a) the word ‘two'be
struck out and ‘three’ inserted in lJien.”
The cffect of the clause as it stands will be that if a
member fails to attend two consccutive ordinary
meetinga of the board, without leave, he shail
cease to bo a member. I think we might well
inercase that number to bthree.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The select committee
decided, in view of the fact that the ordinary
meetings of the boards werc to be held every
three months, that a meniher missing two meetings
ghould no longer hold & seat on the board.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: A bosrd may call a
meeting whenever it so desires. It is only the or.
dinary meetings which are held every three months,
" Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result :—

I desire to move

Ayes 10
Noes 22
Majority against 12
AYES,
Mr. Aogwln Mr, Plekering
Mr, Chesson Mr., Wallker
Mr. Colller Mr. Willeock
Mr. Holman Mr. Lutey
Mr Jones (Teller)

Mr. Lambert
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Noks.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Nairn
Mr. Brown Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Davies Mr. R. T. Robiposon
Mr. Durack Mr. Teesdale
M1 George Mr. Thomson
Mr. Grifiiths ' Mr. Trey
Mr. Harrlson . Mr. Underwood
Me. Hickmott My, Veryard
Mr. Jabnston Mr. Willmotl
Mr. Ictroy Me. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Tetier.)
Mr. Money

Amendment, thus negatived ; the clause put and
passed,

Clauses 23 to 26—agreed to,

Clause 27—Appointment of Chairman :

Mr. PICKERING : I move an amendment—
“That the fellowing proviso be added :—

‘Provided that & meeting of a hoard {or the

purpose of this seetion ghell not be duly con.

stituted unless two-thirdy at least of the members

of the board are present.’ ™
I havo taken this from the Roads Board Aet,
under which three members form & quorum, there-
fore three would be in & position to elect & chairman.
We should have something to provide that not
fewer than two-thirds of the members shall have
that power.

Mr. Thomson : It is provided in Clause 20 that
an nrbsolute mejority may recmove the ¢hairman
from his position.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 28, 20—agreed to.

Clause 30—Vacation of office by chairman:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : 1 move an amendment—
*'That in linc 2 of paragraph (b) the words

‘or by resolution of the board is required to

resign his office " bo struck out.”

Such a resolution might be passed when therc is a
bare quorum present. The chairman has to sign
warrants of distress, and the odium attached to
such a duty might serve to put him in the hands
of three members of the board. The provision
is & dangerous innovation,

Mr. THOMSON : The select committee had in
mind the possibility of a chairnnan, being a large
land-owner, practically holding up the work of the
board by neglocting to carry out the instructions
of the board that certain things be done. The
provision is intended merely for exceptional
cagca. 1 hope it will be retained.

Mr. TROY : Knowing something of the jealousies
which exist among some governing bodies, one
can well understand that the chairman of a vermin
board might easily fall foul of the other members
of the board. Personally I do not favour either
the provision or the amendment, If the chairman
does something which warrants his removal, he
should be removed only at the will of a majority
of ratepayers present at a meeting called for the
purpose. I do not think such power should be
given to a bare quorum of the board.

Mr. HARRISON : 1 do not like the provision
It is an insinuation that the members of the board?
including the chairman, all of whom are working
in an honorary capacity, do not know their duty.

Hon, T. WALKER : The provision constitutes
an extraordinary innovation. DMost gentlemen,
if met by a hostile vote of those who had elected
them, would get out at once.
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Hon, P. Collier: Could we not leave these
boards to make their own regulations regarding
this matter ?

Hon. T. WALKER : 1 do not think we ought
to et this precedent.

Hon. F. E. &, WILLMOTT : T certainly do not
like these words ** or by resolution of the bonrd.”
They cast a slur on gentlemen who, if they accept
their position, must give a great deal of their
time for the good of the country without remuaer-
ation. With such a resolution hanging over their
heads it might be difticult to get men to take on
that position. The (lommittee would be wise to
strike out the words I have referred to.

Amendment put and pagsed : the clause as
emended, agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 36—agreed to.

Clause 37—Who to preside and his right to
vobe :

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: Will the Honorory
Minister explain this clauac ¥ There have been
disputes in the past as to the deliberative vote
of the chairman, and a decision has already been
given by the Crown Law Department on this
question. Does the clanse mean that the chairman
may have two vubus ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : I understand that
this is to give the chairman, in the case of an
cquality of votes, the casting vote.

Hon. T. WALKER: Does that mean two
votes, another voto after he has exercised his
deliberative vote ?

Hon. F. E. &, WILLMOTT :
casting vote as*well.

Mr. HARRISON : [ have never known of a case
in which a chairman has used buth a deliberative
and & casgting vote, unless he has been convinced,
from inner knowledge that he possessed, that the
meeting was on the wrong track, and that other-
wise action woull be taken which would be
detrimental to the board. The giving of a de-
liberative ag well as a costing votc would be of
service in the administration of the 1tll.

The CHAIRMAN :  If thia clouge is carried it
will give a deliberative as well as a cnsting vote
to the chairman.

Mr, DAVIES: The chairman of one of these
boards would be both & member of the hoard
and the chairman, and as such would have a
deliberative as well aa a casting vote.

Mr, MONEY # Tn the case of an cquality of
votes, the chairman should have an additional
vote to his casting vote.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 38—agreed to.

Clause #9—Proceedings of board valid, not-
withstanding defect of appointment, cte. :

Hen. T. WALKER : This clause requires ex-
planation. What precedent has been followed ?
No doubt it is intended to save legal proccedings,
but I would point out that a hoard not duly elected
or qualified might strike a rate, and yet such rate
would havo to be a legal one.

Mr., THOMSON : This question was laid befora

Yes, to add his

"the Crown Solicitor, who pointed out that, in the

cage of o man who after his election to & board
right be found not to have been qualified to act, the
desire was that this would not invalidate any
proceedings which might be taken by the board.

Mr. MALEY : T7This is intended to deal with a
case which might occur under Section G4 of the
Roads Board Act. which states that no returning
officer shall inquire into the qualifications of any
person to be clected or who stands nominated
a3 a candidate. If a person without qualitication
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was nominated and declared clected by a returning
officer he would take his seat on the board at his
own risk, Tt 13 then the intention that no pro-
ceedings taken by the board should be rendered
invalid as the result of this.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A easo occurred recently
in which & man was elected to a roads board, and
it turned out that he was illegally clected. It is
intended that the work of the board should not be
rendered invalid because of this circumstance.

Hon. T. WALKER : T would point out that the
tlause is taken from the " Gascoyne failure,”
where the board was incapable of doing anything
that was wise. The principle is an extraordinary
one. There i3 & pessibility of the majority of the
board being mistaked in its qualifications, and
yet that board can proceed with business in the
ordinary way as if it was legally constituted.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 40, 41, 42—agreed to,

Clause 43—Roads boards or nomineccs of roads
boards may be appointed:

Hon. I. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I move an amend-
ment—

“ That after ° road district® in lines 1 of
Subclauses 1 and 2 respectively, there be insert-
ed: ‘situnted within the South-Western Divi-
sion of the State”

Outside the South-Western division of the State,
that is to say north of the Murchison, and also
in the Eucla division, the class of settlement is
vary different from that in the South-Western
Division, being extremely sparse. On that ae-
count differential treatment is required.

Hon. T. WALKER : I would like some further
explanation. By this clauso we grant to the
Government only a permissive or discretionary
power. What makes me dubious of the wisdom
of providing for tho distinction suggested by
the amendment, is that even in the Euclas distriet
therc are roads boards—in closer proximity to
the track of the rabbits from tho Eeastern States
than is the wheat belt of Western Australin—
which are perfectly capable of dealing with the
pest, more capable than a central administration
could be. I hope the amendment will not be
carried.

Amendment put and passed,

Mr. HARRISON : I presume, that under Sub-
clause 2 adjoining roads boards districts can
amalgamate to form one vermin board distriet.
But we cannot expect men to give their energiea
to this work unless they are compensated for the
time lost and travelling expenses,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Clause 70 provides for
that.

Mr. PICKERING: Subclause 2 applies only
to roads boards included in a vermin district. I
desire that this mcasuro should provide that
roads bonrda which are anxious to form them-
gelves into vermin boards shall be appointed
vermin boards. Accordingly, I move an amend-
ment—

“ That in Subclause 2, after ‘are, line 1,
there be inscrted © or desire to be.’ ™

Mr, THOMSON : I do not think therc is any
reason for this amendment. The Governor al-
ready has the necessary power. Roads boards
ecannot be comspelled to become vermin boards
unless they are desirous of functioning as vermin
boards.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
polled.

Yes, they can be com-
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Mr. THOMSON: It would be necessary first
to amend tho Roads Act. I am speaking on
information given to me by the Crown Solicitor.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of what use is this
clause unless the Governor has power te appoint
roads boards as vermin boards ! If members of
oxisting roads boards do not desire to administer
this vermin legislation they will resign, and the
new roads boards would be elected subject to the
condition that they act also as vermin boards,
If the roads buards are given an option in the
matter, the object of this Bill will be defeated.

[Sitting suspended from G-15 to 7-30 p.m.]

Hon. F, E. 8, WILLMOTT- It is quite un-
necessary to insert this power. No Minister
would say to a board, * You must bo a vermin
board ™ if that board was not desirous of acting,
because the Minister would have to take over the
control if they refused. Alrcady steps have been
taken to appoint members of the roads districts
and in every case the member has been written
to asking if ho iy willing to act.

Mr, PICKERING: Tf that is the view the
Minister is taking and if it is & fact that boards,
at their request, may be appointed, I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If a member
of a roads board is appointed the term should be
for the unexpired portion of the term for which
he is a member of a roads board,

Mr., Thomson ; That is provided for in the noxt
clavse.

Clause as amended, put and passed.

Clause 44—Sugpension or abolition of boards :

Mr. PICKERING: T think Subelause (d) is
unnecessary. It imputes dishonesty to a board
before that board comes into existence. I shall
vote against it.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 45, 46, ¢7—agreed to.

Clause 48—Appointment of road board in lien
of vermin board :

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : I move an amend-
mont—

“ That after ‘' district’ in line 2 the words
* gitunted within the south-west division of the
State’ be inserted. ™
Amendment put and passed, the clause as

amended agreed to.

Clause 49—agreed to.

Clause 50—Holdings rateable

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I move an amend.
ment—

“ That the proviso be omitted and the follow.
ing ingerted in licv:—° Provided that publie
reserves and holdings within any municipal
district or townsite shall not be rateable.’ '

Mr. Thomson: You ghould include roads board
districts,

Hon. T. WALKER : Doos the Minister intend
to include townaites by the amendment ?

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Yes.

Hon. T. WALKER: In agricultnral districta
there aro many declarcd townsites where there
i3 not a single inhabitant.

Hen. F. E. S. Willmott :
rateable,

Hon. T. WALKER : There may not be inhabi-
tants but there aro holders. T know one or two
who hold townsite blocks adjoining sebtleraent,
those hlocks would be very good harbours for
vermin.

They would not he
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Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT : The reason of the
amendment is this: it is considered that the
people as & whole in this State are paying a cer-
tain amount every year towards the destruction
of vermin. Already £700.000 has been spent,
and we are still spending & certain amount every
year. Everyone in the State is taxed to assist,
The people who are going to benefit dircctly, in
particular, arc those not in the towns, munici-
palitics or the cities, but those people who have
holdings outside—-the paastoralists, the farmers,
the orchardists, and so on, and those people must
be the only people rated and not those in the
towns. If we include townsites as a rateable
proposition people who are already paying would
be called ou to pay again.

Hon, T. WALKER: Every man in the State
pays his taxes,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
How much will the rabbits or dingoes trouble
people in townsites ?

Hon, T. WALKER : 1t is not the dingoes but
the rabbita.

Hon, F. E. 8, Willmott : The holder of a block
in & townsite must destroy the vermin on his
block.

Hon. T. WALKER : But what abont the rates ?
If the member for Murchisen (Mr. Holman) were
here he would tell members that up to a few
weeks ago he held a block right upon a reserve
which is a townsite. No one is living there but
people have taken up blocks. There iz no fence
and no barrier between the vecant blocks of
these holdings. Under the Biil the holder of the
bloek would have to pay rates to the roads board,
but the holder of a block just outside the townsite
would not have to contribnte towards the vermin
expense,  although on the wvacant block where
nobody lives, the rabbits may remain undisturbed.
Ii is not equitable. It should be a national question
and all should contribute. Why make those people
in the heart of an infested district immune from
conbributing towards the destruction of the ver
min ? The townaites in the agricultural arcas are
practically part and parcel of the infested areas,
and while they are in no way fenced off, and the
farmer is supposed to protect them and keep the
post away, the townsites are not to contribute one
penny. We are putting the burden =0 much on
the farmer that very shortly we ahall have no
farmers at all. I kaow of men who have ‘gone off
their holdings because they have not been able to
stand all the imposts put upon them plus the
rabbits. A townsite in an infested district should
be made to contribute its shave.

Mr. HARRISON : The proviso says, “ Provided
that holdings within a municipal district and
public reserves shall not be rateable, and that
holdings within a townsite or portion of & townsite
shall not be rateable in any case in which the
Governor by proclamation so declares.” Does
it mean that the Covernor is going to proclaim
all these townsites in the country areas to be
exemph ?

Hon, T. Walker: The amendment will exempt
them altogether.

Mr. HARRISON: Then I am against the
amendment. At the townsite of Kellerberrin
there is a water reserve adjoining the granite
rocks, and there are 5.acre blocks there which are
held by townspeople and which are splendid
breeding grounds.

Hon. P. Collier: Not within the townsite.

Mr. HARRISOX : Yes.
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Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott :
which is a difierent thing.

Mr. HARRISON : I believe that the Keller-
berrin townsite oxtends to the racecourse. 1f
we could have the whole State rateable for this
it would be the right thing. The farmnera ars
protecting cvery asset in the State.

Hon. P. Collier: But what is the use of that
nuw that the Bill does not admit that prineiple ?

Mr. HARRISON : I am out to get rates from
anyone in the country districts who is likely to
have a breeding ground for rahbita.

Mr. GRIFPITHS: This clause was very fully
considered hy the (Committee. These townsites
in many cases are only townsites in name, There
may be a railway siding there, and one man living
on the place, and such places make good breeding
grounds, If the proviso is left as it is in the Bill
it will meet the position.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : 1If the Committeo
are going to insist on including townsites we
should also insist on inclnding municipalities.

Hon, P. Collier : And eities.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT : Exactly, Take the
case of a man whoe has a block with his home on it.
Under the Bill he will have to destroy all vermin
on that block. We are not right in imposing
a rate on that man unless we tax everyone. We
should not say that we will tax people in a townsite
but not those in eities and municipalities.

Mr. THOMSON: I hope the Committee will
not insist upon municipalities and townsites pay-
ing rates. Take a district like Katanning. Land
throughout that district might be valued on an
average at £1 per acre. How many acres in any
town would he valued st £1 ? 1 suggest how unfair
the incidencc of taxation would be onm people
living in a roads board townsite, where, after all,
there are no services whatover. I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the amendment, for under
the clause & man on a quarter-acre block in &
small town would have to pay more than a man
with o thousand-acre holding. ’

Hon. T. WALKER: The clause has at least
some semblance of fairmess. The farmer has to
keep his holding clear to protect himself, and
has to pay rates in addition, while all the time
it is the farmer who creates the value of the town
block. In some cases it i3 only reasonable that
the owners of townsite blocks should contribute
sometbhing to the upkeep of a vermin district,
while in other cases it is not negessary that this
should be done. The amendment crudely ex-
empts all. I trust that the amendment will not
be carried, and that we shall agree to the clause
as it stands.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 55—agreed to.

Clause 58—Power to levy rate :

Mr. ANGEL(: I move an amendment—

*“That in line 1 of Subclause 2 the words
" * two shillings * be struck out and * one shilling *

ingerted in lien.” ”

1 wish to put the ease from the point of view of
the Gascoyne vermin board. Under the existing
Act the rate is Is. I understand that the reason
for the proposed incresse is that the Government
wish to raise & further sum with which to mcet
the maintecnance charges, But a previous Gov-
ernment gave a solemn undertaking that the
rate would not be increased beyond the shilling,
ond I now ask the Commitiee to honour that
undertaking. The member for Kanowna, on the
g2331 d reading, referred to the Gascoyne vermin

1t is a suburban area,
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board as a shocking example. Tf that board is
in arrears, it is bocanse the old Aet was badly
drafted and the Government had not power to
collect the rates. Subsequently the pastoralists
undertook t0 make up the arrcars and recoup the
Government the capital cost of the fence, together
with interest, on the understanding that the
Government restricted the rate to 1s. and main-
tained the fence,

Hon. T. Walker: Have the pastoralists paid

up ?
Mr. ANGELO: They are paying off the debt
as arranged. If they are still behind it is be-
cause the Government are debiting the board
with the cost of maintenance, which is againat
the principle and the spirit of the agrecment
entered into; and now if tho clause is passed as
printed, they will be chargod double rates. I
believe the Honorary Minister recognises that
this honourable agreement does cxist, and is
prepared to support my amendment.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT : I propose to accept
the amendment. There is no doubt that those
who had the 2s. put in did not give sufficient
thought to tho matter.

Hon. P, Collier: To whom do you refer ?

Hon. F. E. 5, WILLMOTT: The committee
and the advisers of the committee. T think a
mistake has becn made here. If we took the
Kimberloy district as an example we would find,
if the 2a. rate was levied on every 1,000 atres,
that these people would be called upon to pay a
vermin rate of twice the presont land rate, and 1
consider the tax is too high, -

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Tt is proposed to give the
vermin boasrds power to levy a rate of 3d. an
acre on all land in the vermin board district. At
present the rate payable to the Crown is only
Gd. an acre per annum, and for the first live years
the settler pets tho land rent free.

Hon. F. K. S, Willmott: It is 3d. in the pound
on the unimproved value.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Whore the land is worth
£1 per acre. As most of the land is only valued
at 10s. per acre the settler's vermin rate would
be out of all proportion to the purchase money
he is paying for the land. T move an amend-
ment—

“ That in Subsection 2, line 3, after the word

‘of” the word * half* be inserted.” ™

Mr, MALEY : A roads board rate is based on a
maximum of 3d. and a minimum of one penny.
A vermin board mey not require more than the
pixteenth of a penny of the sum which may be
raised by a roads board.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : I suggest that the
smendment should read to the effect that the
maximum amount shall not cxceed 13d. on the
unimproved value. We only want the minimum
amount that will enable the authorities to make
the work cflectuat. In my opinion the amend-
ment will force the vermin board to atrike a rate
of not less than one penny.

Hon. T. WALKER : This is already provided
by the amendment in & much clearer way than
is suggested by the Honorary Minister.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Wo are largely making
a guess ab the amount that will be required to
carry out this work. If the maximnm that can
be raised is reduced to 13d. it may be found that
this is not suflicient, and that the State as a whole
will have to makc up the difference.

[ASSEMBIY.]

Hon, T, E. 8. Willmott: We worked out the
amount, in the case of six roads boards at one
farthing, which would be an ample rate.

Hon. P. Collier: Did the committes ascertain
the total amount raised by the whole of the roads
hoards 7

Hon. W. €. Angwin: It was £02,000 last vear
for all the roads boards.

Hon. P. COLLIER : A considerable portion of
that way raised by roads boards which will not
bo affected by the Bill,

Mr. Thomson: That can be cut dewn by half.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The rates were principally
at one penny.

Hon. P. COLLIER : It is difficult t0 make an
eatimate of what the cost will be. Allowing for
the amount which will ba provided by the Gov-
ernment, if we limit the rate to 14d., will suffi-
cient money be raised to enable the boards to
cope with the pest ¢

Mr. Thomson : T think there will be ample.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the best thin
would be to aceept the admendment, and after
12 months' expericnee of the Act we shall bo in &
position to judge how the provision works.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : 1T accept the
amendment. We worked out what rate would
be required in a large district, and first came
to the conclusion that a halfpenny would be
sufficient, and then that onefarthing would
guffice. Therefore 1id. should be ample.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, MALEY : T move an amendment—

“ That the following be added to stand as
Subelange 5 :—' Provided always that when any
owner has enclosed his land within a sufficient
fence within the meaning of this seetion, he
shall be exempt from rating.'"” .

Fencing is the only cfficient method of dealing with
the rabbit pest, and we should encourage the use
of that method, The rabbits which are within
a fenced holding caennot be a denger to the sur-
rounding landholders.

Mr. HARRISON : There is a good deal to be
gaid in favour of the amendment. Some land-
holders were far-sighted enough to fence in their
arcas at an early date.

Haon. P. Collier: You might add, - and wealthy
enough.”

Mr. HARRISON : Fencing is the best method
for ridding oneself of the rabbit permanently.

Mr. THOMSON: A similar provision to this
was in the original draft Bill, but the Committee
thought its deletion desirable. 1f this measure
dealt with rabbits only, the amendment might be
considered ; but the Bill deals with all vermin,
Under the amendment, the man of wealth, able
to fence, would be exempt, while the poor man,
unable to fence, would have to pay. How, under
the amendment, would the roads hc kept clear of
vermin ?

Mr. LUTEY : T support the amendment, which
is only fair. Later, whon the sparrowa arrive,
we shall probably have to reconsider this exemption,

Hon. F. B. 5. WILLMOTT : The Committee
should consider this magter very carefully. 1 do
not like the amendment at ail. This iz a vermin
Bill, and not merely a rabbit Bill. In the South-
West, dingoes are the trouble now, and not rabbits ;
and I have yet to learn that any feance is effective
in keeping out dingoes.

Amendment put and passed ;
amended, agreed to.

Clauscs 57, 58—agreed to.

Clauge 50—Recovery of rates :

the clause, as
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : T moxe an amendment—

** That Subclauses 2 azud 3 be struck out.”

These subelavses refer to the signing of disteess
warrants by the chairman of a vermin board—
a2 vory bad prineiple, and obnoxious to many
chairmen. Why should a chairman be called on
to do such work” Rates ought to be treated
as an ordinary debt,

Han. F. E. 5. Willme tt : But you eannat propose
anyvone clse in the plaee of the chairman.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: [Every hoard has o
goeretary or o elerk, and that ofiicer could take
proceedings in the courts. 1 have known cases
where people were very hardly dealt with for
non-payment of rates, heing actually sold up,
whereas a court would have atlowed time for
payment by instalments.

Hon. T. E. S, WILLMOTT: Xo duubt the
hon. member, out of the kindness of his heart,
wishes to do all he can to prevent anvone being
sold up. At the same time I would paint out

" that if people can pay and will not pay they should
be made to pay. If we have to foree these people
into court. what will it cost * It is much hntter
Lo leave the clause as it is. There will be ne
fear of a chairman rushing in to sign distress
warrants and scll wp pedple because they have
not raid,

Hon. T. WALKER : This i3 a fewdal Jaw which
dates back to the dark ages. It is the most heart-
less way of recovering a debt known to society,

Me. THOMSON 1 I hope the Committee will not
delete the subclouses becanse it is in the interests
of the people themselves that they should remain
T have been o member of a roads board for & number
of vears, and we have never had oceasion to summon
a man for not paying rates. We have said at
times ' We will take what you ean give us.” In
some instances we have given men employment
in clearing or road-making so0 as to cnable them
to work off their rates. Who is going to be more
sympathetie to the men owing moncy than fellow
farmers ¥ 1 would rather leave my case to be
judged hy members of o roads board than by a
court. In the interests of the farmers themselves
it is betier that these matters should be dealt
with in the way proposed in the Bill.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 can believe, as the
member for Kabanning states, that the members
of roads boards give sympathetic gonsideration to
people with regard to the payment of rates, but his
argument is beside ¢he point. He would prefer
to leave these people in the Mands of the board.
The amendment however docs not take them out
of the hands of the board. We mercly propose to
alter the process of recovery. There is no rcason
why the board should be less sympathetic by the
suggested method than under the existing method.
As the member for Kanowna stated, the propesal
in the Bill is a survival of a bygone age. There
should nat be any difference between the treatment
over a debé of this kind and an ordinary debt. The
Commissioner of Taxation has not power to levy
distress upon me if I refuse to pay my income tax.
Ho has to take me to court.  And o it is if 1 refuse
toc pay my water rates. Therefore, under the
Bill before ug, no action should be taken to recover
a debt except by the method adopted in every
case. What reasonable objection can there be
to the amendment ?

The Attorney General: The cost. It will be
necessary to serve A summons on a man who may
be many-miles away, and then there will be a
charge of 10s. mileage.

[65)
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Hon. P. COLLIER : At any rate there should not
be any need to cmploy lawyers. The member for
Katanning stated that he did not know of a case
where distress had been levied. That was so,
but it was because people knew that there was a
linbility from which there was no cscape. The
time i3 ripe for us to wipe out this old method,
which does not obtain in rezard to any other
debts which persons may be called upon to pay.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the follawing result—

Ayes 9
Noes 18
Majority sgainst 0
AYFS.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Troy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Walker
Mr. Collier Mr. Willcock
Mr. Pickering Mr. Lutey
Mr. Rocke (Tetler.)
NOES

Mr. Angelo ! Mr. Nafro
Mr. Brown ' Mr, H. Robinson
Mr. Durack ! Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mir. George ' Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrison Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hieckmott Mr. Willmolt
Mr. Johnsion Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Lefroy ‘ (Teller.)
Mr. Maley

Amoendment thus negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Subeclause 8 shows the
anxiety of the framors of the Bill that a distress
warrant, having issued, should be immediately
put into effect to the last extreme. The sub-
clause provides for the sale of any goods acized,
without waiting for the taking out of an
auctionecr’s license.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am disposed to move
as an amendment that in line 2 the word ** may "
should he struck out and *‘shall not’’ inserted
in liecu, We do not want everv Tom, Dick and
Herry in the local authority acting as an amateur
anctioneer in a distreased household. Again,
under the provision the Government would be
losing the revenue represented by the taking
out of auctioneer’s licenses.

The Attorney General:
strike out the subclause ?

Hon. . E. 8. Willmott:
self.

Hoa. P. COLLIER: I move an amendment—

“ That subclaunse 8 be struck out™

Amendment put and passed; the elanse as
amended agreed to.

Clauses GO0 to 70—agreed to.

Clause Tl—Powers of Minister and boards as
to fencing :

Mr. PICKERING: What {ences are likely
to be erected under this provision *

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: Anyv fences that,
in the opinion of the officers administering the
Act, may he necessary. Tor instance, it is very
desirable that when times are again normal we
should erect a fence east. and west to connect
the two north-south fences,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 72—agreed to.

Why not move to

I do not like it my-
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Clanse 73—Power to affix wire netting, etc., to
fences:

Hon. T. WALKER: Under this clause the
board can come along to a farmer’s holding and
affix wire netting to his fence ; and immediately
thet is done the ocoupier of the holding becomes
liable for the interest on the capital cost of the
material and the work of affixing it. The settler
is called upon to pay interest on the capital cost
of the fence from the moment that the wire
netting is erected. Why should a man on the
outskirts be obliged to shoulder this burden for
the protection of hiz neighbours in the inner side
from the direction in which the rabbits are
coming 7 Tt is provided that the debt in ques-
tion shall be on the land itself for all time, so
that it passes from owner to owner.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: The clause stands
by itself and provides for the fixing of wire
netting.

Hon. T. WALKER : For nothing ?

Hon. I E. 8 Willmott: Certainly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Can you put
your finger on the plaece in Clause 7¢ where it
gaya that wire netting has to be paid for ?

Hon. T. WALKER : I admit that this is not
mentioned in the elause that we are dealing with.
This says that the AMinister or the hoard may
cause to be affixed wirc netting. At whose cost
will this be done ?

Hon, F. T. 8. Willmott:
board.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Honorary Minister
ie only guessing ab that. I maintain that my
contention is the right cne.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMQTT: The member for
Kanowna is wrong. Clause 73 simply gives the
hoard or the Minister power to affix wire nebting
to an exigting fence.  The fence may be an
ordinary sheep fence, or may be & seven.wire
fence. There i8 no intention of charging the
owner of the fence with the extra cost of putting
on the wire netting. The fwo suceeeding clauses
have nothing to do with Clause 73. They were
inserted at the express desire of the Chief In-
spector of Rabbits, to deal with blocks immed-
iately adjacent to the existing rabbit-proof fences,

Hon, T. Walker: Will you agree to add to the
clause the words, “.at the sole cost of the Minister
or the hoard " ?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I cannot accept
such an amendment, TUnder it, the board would
not be safeguarded,

Hon. T. WALKER:
move an amendment—

‘““ That the words ‘at the sole cost of the

Minister or the board® be added to the clanse.”

Mr, MALEY : I support the amendment, All
those clauses relating to fences, 17 or 18 of them,
are going to frighten the very life out of the
farmer. We can trust the local authorities to
work out their own salvation im this respect.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: 1 shall aceept
the amendment, if only to prove the sincerity
of my reading of Clause 73. The amendment
is unnecessary, but if the member for Kanowna
wants it I do not object.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 7¢—Contributions by owners:

Hon. T. WALKER: I hope the Minister will
make this clause consistent with what precedes,
Subelause 1 means, practieally, that the Govern-
ment are to erect fences at the cost of holders.
The moment & Government or a board fence is

At the cost of the

To test the matter, I

Lasoidbliy. ]

of use to a holder, he shall pay the cost, though
that very fence may be safeguarding hundreds
of settlers against the inroads of rabbits. ‘

Hon. F. E, 8, Willmott : Only when the holder is
fenced on three sides already, and makes use of the
other fence in order to be fenced on four sides.
He eannot be rated until he is fenced in all round,

Hon. T, YWALKER: But the fact remains
that the Government or board fonce is for the
benefit of the whole district.

Mr. HARRISON : [ think Clause 73 has a bear-
ing on Clause T4,

Hon. F. BE. & Willmott: None whatever.

Mr. HARRISON : The argument of the member
for Kanowne is that the fencing of country acts
as o cheek to prevent the rabbits from going in
that direetion. The Agricultural Royal Com-
mission suggested, as one of the best means of
checking the rabbits, to run fences east and west
from the exisbing Government fences. If these
additional fences were crected, the farmers on the
line of them would have to pay a fourth of the cost,
although the fonces would be the protection of all
the settlers. It seems to me that Clause 74, in
conjunetion with Clause 73, is intended to provide
means by which settlers may be forced to assist
in the fencing of blocks between roads. Is that
the meaning of the clause * If so, they have to
pay the full cost of the fence, but they are allowed
to pay in annual instalmenta. There is this as
against the argument of the member for Kanowns, -
They are making a rabbit-proof fenco through all
the holdings, and that will be a good husincss

proposition.

Mr. LUTEY : There should be some definition
of what is a barrier fence.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: We all know

that as soon as a man fences three side of his
holding, the fourth side heing already fenced by
a neighbour, half the cost of the neighbour'’s fence
has to be paid for. Surely it i3 only right,
if a holder makes use of the fence as his boundary,
that he should pay. At the present time we have
Nos. 1 and 2 fences, and if & man ghuts on either
of those fences and uses either of them as one
of his boundary fences, or a section of it, he must
pay, and rightly so.

Mr. MALEY : Is this payment of interest to
go on interminably, or can a farmer purchase his
portion of the fence ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMGTT : I take it if the
board is willing and the owners is desirous, a person
could purchase his portion of the fence, but I do
not think any holder is likely to want to buy.
It i3 better for him to pay & small interest on a
portion of the fence which he makes use of, and
which the Minister or the board have to keep in
perpetual repair.

Hon. W. C. Angwin :
repair now ?

Hon. F. E. §. Willmott : The Minister.

Mr. Pickering: There should be a limitation
of the period for paying interest.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It seems ridiculous that,
along this main fence, by paying & certain rate
per annum farmera are going to buy a certain
section of the fence.

Mr. Maley: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The rabbit-proof fence
i8 kept in repair by the State, and immediately
the Bill is passed farmers have to pay interess and
keep up this fence. The Government intend to
get rid of their responsibility. Tt does not seem
fair that the adjoining holder should pay interest
when the whole of the settlers in a district benefit.

Who keeps the fence in
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Would a farmer adjoining the fence have to pay
for the use of the fence on his boundary—pay
interest on it ?

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott :
in repair.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : But the farmor has to
pay for it.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmott: Yes: Lut instead of
putting up a fence himself the farmer makes use
of this.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX : A farmer has only to
pay interest ; he bas not to find the capital. I
think it is a burden the farmer cannot sfford.

Mr. HARRISOXN : The fences have been erected
for a number of years, and the farmers along the
fence are likely to be muleted in the cost of it. It
i8 not only their particular holdings that are
getting the bencfit. Does it mean that anyone
who links on has to pay ? I did not think a farmer
could link on. Although there arc farmera on
either side of the fence, only one farmer will have
to pay interest on the fence on bis boundary.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott: On one side & farmer
can adjoin ; that is the western side, but not
on the other.

Mr, HARRISON : Then the person on the
western side has to bear the brunt of the interest
on the capital cost, although the fence has been up
for a number of years, and it has been stated to-day
that the fénce would not pay for removal.

Mr. TROY : Hon. members have not much
to complain about, as the settler who links up
with the fence has to psy interest on the capitel
cost. He hos the advantage that one portion
of his gelection is already fenced. Surely a man
who uses the rabbit-proef fence as part of the
boundary of his property should pay something.
Under present conditions too, 5 man who has the
opportunity of using the rabbit proof fence is in
a much botter position than anyone clse. The
Bill, however, does not compel a settler to join
up with the rabbit-proof fence ; if he does join
that fence, he does so for his own convenience.
On the Murchison quite a number of station holders
are using the rabbit proof fence as a boundary
fenco and they are very glad to pay for doing so.
I do not think any injustice at all will he done.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Henurary Min.
ister) : There are 400 miles of this fence running
through my electorate, and I can bear out what
the member for Mt. Magnet stated, that though
the pastoralists arc not worried by the rabbits,
they are glad of the opportunity to link up with
the fence and to pay for the advantage of doing so,

Mr. LUTEY : I think we ought to defiLe what
i & barrier fence, otherwise there i bound to be
trouble.

Mr. HARRISON : ill the Minister explain
whether there is any provision in the Bill whereby
those on the inside and who do not touch any of
the boundary fences will have to pay s moiety ?
1f there are a dozen or more farms to be fenced
in, the man in the centre gets the benefit and
does not contribute.

Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott :
Section 76.

Mr, MALEY : I move an amendment—

“ That in Subeclause 3 the words ‘ an annual
sum equal to interest at the prescribed rate
per snnum on’ be struck ount.”

The subclause will then read—

1§ any fence belonging to the owner of sny
holding is, after not less than seven days’ notice
to the owner, sltered, repaired, improved, or
renewed by the Minister or a board, such owner

The board keeps it

Yes, be does, under
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ghall become fiable to pay to the Minister or

the board the cost of such alteration, repairy

improvement or rencwal.
Hon. members will see that the amendment ex-
plains itself. If we let the subelause stand as
it sppears in the Bill, paymeut becomes indeter-
minate.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The reason for
the subclause as it appears in the Bill is to give
the amall man & chance ; he will not bave to pay
the full amount at once. The payment can bo
apread over a period.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I suggest thatb, instead of
those words being deleted, an addiiion be made
providing for the payment of the total eost or,
alternatively, of the annual interest.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX : This is similar to &
provision in the Water and Sewerage Act, under
which a large number of property owners elected
to pay inferest on the cost of their sewerage con-
nections. In this case also, no doubt, many people
will prefer to pay interest on the cost of the work
rather than to pay that cost. I agree that it
would be better to make it alternative.

Mr. TROY : T hopo the hon. member will not
persist with his amendment. I agree that it
would be wrong to impose an indeterminate pay-
ment without alternative. The question of whether
the holder pays the whole ¢cost or pays interest un
that cost, should be discretionary,

Hon. F. E. §, WILLMOTT : I think I know
what the mover of the amendment bas in mind,
and if he will withdraw the amendment, 1 will
undertake to have a suitable amendment properly
drafted.

Mr. MALEY : T will withdraw the amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. T, E. 8. WILLMOTT : I move an amend-
ment—

“ That the following be added to stand a9
Subclause 4:—(¢.) For the purposes of this
scetion an owner shall be deemed to so make
uso of o fence as aforesaid if he receives the
benefit thereof, or of any part thereof, os a
protection t0 his holding or any part therent
against vermin.”

I have previously explained the asmendmenl.
Wkere three owners abut on the fencc, A and C
link up and have to pay. B. who is in the middle,
does not link up. He has all the advantages,
yet he pays nothing. The amendment provides
that B shall pay the same as A and C.

Mr. TROY : 1 have followed the illustration
given by the Minister. Let us take it a little
farther. D and E lie behind A, B, and C, and
although not abutting on the lence receive all the
sdvantages and are protected by the fence from
the incursion of vermin. I think D and E ought
to pay some proportion of the cost of the fence in
consideration of the advantages they are receiving ;
vet they ought not to be called upon to pay quite
a3 much as A, B, and C, who not only enjay the
protection of the fence but are able to use it as
a boundary fence. I will support the amendment.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott : That would be a ques-
tion for the department to determine,

Amendment put and passed; the cliuse as
amended agreed to,

Clause 75—Enforcement of contribution :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend.
ment—

“That in line 2 of Subclsuse 3 the words
* together with one-tenth more by way of peanlty’
be struck out.”

The provision represents too high a penalty.
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« Hon F.E. 8 WILLMOQTT : 1 have no objection
to the amendment,

Amendment put and passed ; the cluuse a%
amended agreed tou.

Clause 76—Contribution to vermin and rabbit-
proof fences by adjvining owners:

Mr. JOHNSTON : I move an amendment—

“ That at the end of Paragraph {¢) of Sub-
clause 4 the words but shall not exceed one-
half the actual cost of the fence’ be added.”

Hou. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : I sce no objection
to the amendment.

Hon. P. COLLIER : In my opinion that which
}8 sought by the Lhon. member is alrcady provided
or.

Hen, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT : That fixes the
amendment at hall the value of the fence, but the
other paragraph speaks of the value at the date
when the notice of demand was. given.

Mr, JOHNSTON : It is only when & man joins
on with the fence that the demand can be made,
although his fence may have been built five years
before.

Amendment put and passed ;
omended, agrecd to.

Clauses 77 to 80—agreed to,

Clanse 81—Puwer to require water supplies to
be fenced in vermin infested distriots :

Hon, T. WALKER : How is the Honorary
Minister going to provide for this, and how is the
neecssary rabbit-proof netting to be obteined at
the present time ? Can we be sure that o supply
within the purchasing power of those who have
to use it can be obtained ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOYL: I admit that we
cannot obtain it at present, but we are anticipating
the tinte when we shall be able to get it at & reason.
able cost.

Hon. T, Walker : This is eompulsory.

Hon. I'. E. 3. WILLMOTT : Yes, but no board
would attempt to enforce the clanse because the
Minister would step in. The Minister himsclf
cannot secure enough wire netting to fence in the
water for which he is responsible.

Hon. T. Walker : Cannot something be inserted
to make it incombent on the Government to give
notice to the settler when the time comes ?

Hon. F. E. 3. WILLMOTT : It has to hoe done
by proclamation, and no proclamation would be
issued until the wirc netting was at hand.

Hon. T. WALKER : The proclamation simply
declares that a certain district 13 vermin infested.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willinott: It also sets out the time.

Hon. T. WALKER : The proclamation may be
necessary before it is absolutely incumbent upon
the hoards to fence, or before wire netting is avail-
able. I move an amendinent—

 That the following further proviso bs added
to Subelause 1: ‘ Provided also that the pro-
visions for compulsory fencing of water supplies
shall not be enforced nntil and unless the holders

have been notified that the Government or o

board is prepared to supply the wire-netting. ™

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOQTT: The amendment is
unnecessary, because of the words in the subclause
¢ within the time specified.” When a district is
declared o vermin infested district by proclama-
tion, the proclamation can specily the time;
and it ean rcad that the time shall be when wire.
netting is available,

Hon. T. WALKER : There arc two elements
of administration. The Minister makes proclama-
tion, hut the board ean insist upon fencing.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willnott : The board cannot.
The Governor may.

the clause, as

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. T. WALKER : But the board also has
power to order at any time the ercetion of vermin
proof fencing.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I intend to support the
amendment. e should have a proviso in tho
Bill such ag the hon, member has moved becanse
it will afford the necessary safeguard.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 82—agreed to.

Clause 83—Supply of wire netting by Ministor
or board :

Mr. JOHNSTON : Subclause 2 provides—'"Such
mortgage shall be a first charge upon the land,
in priority to cvery other then existing or
future charge and incumbrance affecting the
spme, cxeept rates and taxes.” That naturally
aficets Agrioultural Bank loans. I am surc the
Attorney General will remember the active part
he took iu this Chamber in opposing a somewhat
similar - provision proposed by the late Govern-
ment in regard to the Industrics Assistance Board.
It was pointed out that we would not he able to
get assistance from the hAnancial institutions if
they ran the risk of having their first charge on
the Iand taken from them, The districts where
rabbita are most prevalent contain a great deal
of the best land in Western Australin not yet
improved. I move an amendment—

*That the fellowing proviso be added to
Subclense 2—° Provided that such advances
shall only be made when the existing mortga-
gees of the holding have given their consent
in writing.”

Parliament adopted a similar provision in regard
to advances under the Industries Assistance Board,
The advances could only be made to take priority
provided the existing mortgagees gove thewr
congent in writing. I urge the Minister to adopt
this provision.

[Hon. G. Taylor took the Chair.]

Hon. T. WALKER : T take it that the amend-
ment will make the advances for the purpose of
procuring the very necessary wirs netting de-
pendent upon the consent of the existing mort-
ga.gees.

Mr. Johnston: Unless you do that, you will
not get any advances,

Hon. T. WALKER : The clause provides that
advances shall be a first claim upon the land.
It is incumbhent that we should bave wire. I
do not know that we arc helping to get the wire
by fixing the order in which the sgeurity shall
stand.,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

Progress reported.

ADJOURXMENT-—SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—DMoore)

M1-21: 1 move—
*“ That the Housc at its rising, adjourn till

4-30 p.m. on Tuesday.”
Wo had thought to adjourn till Wedncsday, but
if we were to do that it might result in lengthen-
ing the session until the following week. T am
hopeful that if certain measures come forward
from the Council in time we shall be able to finish
our labours next week. We have the Vermin
Bilt still before us, and we hope to get further
business from another place on Tuesday.

Question put and passed.

Huuse adjourned at 11-3 p.m.



