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Zegiativc 'Rhh3c1lbig,
Friday, 24th May, 1918'.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For " Questions on Notice " and " Papers
Presented " see "' Votes andi Proceedings."jt

BILL-HEALTHE ACT' AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.

The Assembly having made an amendment
to which the Council agreed subject to further
amendments, the Council's further amendments
were now considered.

In Committee,
Hon. G. Taylor in the Chair; Ron. ft. H.

Underwood (Honorary M1inister) in charge of the
Bill

No- 1. Strike out the words " the following
proviso to the clause," and insert " the follow-
ing new clause, to stand as Clause 54." No. 2.
Strike out " provided that the amendments
made by thi section," and insert " the amend;
ments; made by section 41."
Hon. R. H. UNT)ERWOOD: I move-

" That the amendments be agreed to."
This is the proviso inserted to Clause 5 that the
amendments shall continue in force to the 30th
September, 1919, and no longer. The Council
requested us to insert this amendment at the end
of the. Bifl, but it was sent hack to the Council,
and now it has been returned as Clause 54.'Question put and passed, the Council's amend-
ments agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the Council,

BILL-GENERAL LOAN AND INSCRIBED
STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

Request for Conference.
The Council having made an amendment to

which the Assembly agreed su~bject to further
amendments, and the Council declining to agree
to the Assembly .s further amendments, the rea-
sons for so doing were now considered.

In Committee.
Mir. Stubbis in the Chair ; the Colonial Treasurer

in charge of the Bill.
Council's reasons for declining to agree to the

Assembly's amendments--" That in tile opinion
of the Legislative Council in the-event of it being
found necessary to issue inscribed stock in respect
of any new loan at a higher rate of intbrest. than
live per cent., Parliament Should be approached
for specifie power to pay such higher rate."

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I move-
"That a conference by the Legislative As-

sembly with the Legislative Council be requested
en the General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act
Amendmnent Bill, with a view of the substitu-
tion for Clauses 2 and 3 of a clause as follows--
(2) Notweithstanding paragraph (a) of the Pro.
viso to Section IS of the principal Act, interest
on inscribed stock or debentures issued under
the authority of any Loan Act in force at the

commencement of this Act may be at a rate
nsot exceeding 6j per centum. per annumn; pro-
vided that this Act shall apply only to inscribed
stock and debentures issued as aforesaid not
later than thu 30th day of September, 1919."'
Hen. W. C ANGWIN: The action of the

Legislative Council shows that there could have
been but one intention an their part for refusing
to agree to the amendment and that was to close
dow-n aLl public Weltks in Western Australia. Just
imagine anx opportunity arising to borrow money
at a fair rate of interest, perhaps a shade over
ive per cent., and the Treasurer being obliged
to summon Parliament in order to get permission
to borrow that money. The money might be
urgently required for the carrying out of public
works, but he would not be able to avail himself
of the opportunity which might be offering with-
out securing the sanction of Parliament. We
know that if Parliament was out of session it
could not he called together in a, few minutes
and the chance of getting the money might be lost.
People who have sumns of money to invest do not
want it to remain idle) for any length of time.
The action of the Legislative Council might have
been the result of misunderstanding ; at any rate
the action is detrimental to the best interests of
the State. I trust the managers of the con-
ference will be able to show the Legislative Council
the error of their ways. On two occasions the
Legislative Council have done this and there,
could not have been a mistake on the second
o0casin even though there might have been a
mistake on the linst.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The hn.
mmnber has raised quitec a legitimate point. Of
course 1 could, if the opportiuity arose, borrow
money at any rate of interest I liked under the
Local micribed Stock Act. In fact there are
three Acts under which I could borrow, one is the
Lo>cal Inscribed Stock Act, under which I can
borrow money at unlimited interest. The second
is the Treasury Bills Act, and now we want this
one because we have agreed with the Common-
wealth Government that whatever terms they
get, we shall give them the same terms. Obviously
the Commonwealth will borrow at the best terms
offering, and they have a right to come to us and
Bay that they do not ivant our local inscribed
stock, because it has only five years currency, and
that they must have debentures, because they
are not domiciled. There is no subterfuge about
this. When we borrow money to-day it is the
lender who says what kind of security he re-
quires ; and if he wants debentures, at present
we have no authority to give him debentures.
Of course I could borrow at five per cent, and
put it at fl0 discount. Members of another
place will not see this. I regret that on the first
occasion I did not make the position perfectly
clear, but since the second occasion there has
been no room for doubt as to what we want. We
are likely to be so circumstanced that, in order to
carry on imperative works we may have to pay
6) per cent. interest. There iiill be no cheap
Money for some considerable time. Of course,
the Commonwealth may not ask for debentures
after all, but on the other hand use may have
to give debentures for any loans we may raise,

Question put and parsed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

]Resolution reported -. the report adopted, and
a Message accordingly returned to the Council,
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Appointment of Managers.
The COLONIAL TREASURER linove-

" That the Managers be the Colonial Treasurer,
the Attorney General, and the leader of the
Opposition."
Question put and passed.

]3ILL-VERM1IN,
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair ; lion. F. E. S. Willmott

(Honorary Minister) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 9-Application of funds:-

The CHAIRMAN:- The position is that the
member for Kanowna has moved to insert the
following new paragraph, ".1For defraying tire
expenses incidental to the destruction of vermin on
all Crown lands and public reserves and all vacant
lands adjacent to piva-te holdings." On this
amiendment Mr. Johnston has moved a further
amendment to omnit " all " before " Crown " and
"all1 before " vacant. " The question is that the
amendment on the amendment be agreed to.

Amendment on the amendment put and passed.
Amendment as amended put, and a division

taken with the following result:
Ayes............13
N oes...............15

Majority ogainst......2

AYES.
M ri. Anawin
Mir. Cheason
Mr. Collier
Mr. Harrison
51r. Hickmaott
IMr Jones
Mr. Maley

Ifr.
Mr.
Mi.
Mr.

Mr.

Mitebeil
Money
Pickering
Rocke
Walker
iLutey

(Teller.)

NOES.

3Mr.
TMr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Alr,
Mr,

Angelo
Brown
Davies
Gardiner
George
Griffiths
Is! roy
Nairn

Mr. H. Robinson
Mir. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Teesdals
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mir. Wiilmott
Mr. Hardwlick

(Teller,)

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. F. E. S. WTLLMOTT: I move ant amend.

ment-
'"That after 'taken' in line 3 of paragraph

(d) the words 'on Crown lands or otherwise
be inserted."

This amendment embodies all that the last amend.
ment aimed at.

ien. W. 0. Angwin: You resisted the last
amendment merely because you had not moved
it yourself. It is just paltry, childish play.

Mr. HARRISON : Does the amendment menif
that where rabbits on Crown lercds are a menace
to any private holding the Government will do
their best to eradicate the rabbits on Crown lands
near to that holding ? 1 want an assurance front
the Minister in charge that this will be done in the
same spirit, by the Government as they exp4et the
tanners, under the -Bill, to exhibit in carrying out
the work that they are to he compelled to do,

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT:- It is the intention
of the Government to see that everything is done
that can be done to enable the farmer to success-
fully cope with the pest. Our Crown lands are of
vast dimensions, and the Minister in charge of
this work will have to decide how the money that
will be appropriated is to lie spent. It has been
pointed out that the settlers furthest east are
these who are acting as buff ers against the rabbits
for the rest of the State. It is for that reason
that Suhelause (d) was-laer in the measure, and
so that the MKinister might, oat of the moneys
appropriated, allocate sums to those particular
vermin districts to enable them to put down the
pest, It is reeounised that these boardsg in the
thick of the pest will need mionetarY assistance.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am surprised at the
attitude of the Government. This '8ubelause (d)
is precisely the same as the amendment which I
moved last night. I was askzed to withdraw it,
and it was said that otherwise the Committee
stage would have. to be adjourned for the purpose
of a con.ultation being held in Cabinet on she
matter, Not a word of explanation has, how-
ever, yet been given toy the Government regarding
the matter.

The 1tlinister for Works: There was no necessity
for me to say anything.

Run. J. Mitchell :. Why are we here to-day
Hon. W. C. Angwin : T.o listen to the dcision

of Cabinet on the clause.
Hon. T. WALKER:- Has any decision been

arrived at?
Hon. F. R. S. Wilinrott : Evidently.
Hon, T. WALKER: if so, I want it to he

placed on record as to why the amendment which
I moved, and which was more clear and specific
than the subelause now under consideration, was
ignored and voted against, and why immediately
after its defeat the Minister in charge of she Bill
moved an amendment to effect precisely the-
same thing.

Hon. F. E. S. WlLLMOTT : Thme bon. member
has some justification for feeling that he has
been slighted.

]1on. T. Walker:- The Opposition have been
slighted.

lion. F. E. .9. WILL'MOTT : I had intended to
state my intention of moving this further amend-
mrent in Suhelause (d), where I am advised by my
advisors it is the proper place for it to go, but the
Chairman pus the question so quickly-

Hon. T. Walker: You cannot blame the Chair.
Hon. F. E. S. WLILLMOTT : I was perhaps too

slow in getting on my feet. It was my intention
to do this, as I have just stated. There is no
desire to be discourteous to the hon. memnber.

Hion. TU. WALKER: The explanation is un-
satisfactory. The amendment of the Honorary
Minister shows that my amendment was not of the
heinous character that it was reported to he. In
consequience, of th6 silence of the Honorary Minister
the real value and the direction contained in my
amendment are lost to she Bill. 'Xv amendment
was specific as to the expenditure of money on
Crown lands, puiblic reserves, and lands adjacent
to private holdings. In substance she two amend-
ments are the same, but in my amendment there
was an incisiveness and clearness of direct ion which
is not found in she amendment moved by the
Honorary 3lfinistcr. I question whether, if we
observe the rules of the liouse, we can adopt this
latter a mendment, on the ground that is is the same
in substance as that upon which the Committee
have already come to a decision.
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Point of Order.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin : I riso to a point of order.

I claimi that we have already decided, in the
negative, an amendment for the appropri~ition of
money for the purpose of ' defraying the expentses
incidental to the destruction of vermin on all
Crown land,." My point of order comes under
Standing Order 176. Although that amendment
wait defentod the Honorary Minister now wishes to
incorporate in the clause an amendmeont providing
for the appropriation of moneys in connection with
" all Crown lands or otherwise." This amend-
ment is the same in substance a,; that which has
been defeated.

Ion. T Walker : It is clear that the amendment
of the Honorary Minister is against the rules of
the House, and that it is the same in substance
as that which has been rejected. We cannot
stultify ourselves by' passing this amendment,
and will have to think of some other way of effecting
the purpose required, namely, the destruction of
rabbits.

The Chairman : The question is as, to whether
the amendment of the member for Kanowna to
insert a now subeclause-whieh was rejected-
is substantially the same as the amendment now
moved by the Honorary Minister in Subolauso (d).
The principle of expenditure on Crown lands has
not been negatived up till now. In my opinion
the Honorary Minister is in order in proposing the
insertion of the words.

Committee Resumed.
lion. F. E. S. WTLLMOTT : I desire to enm-

phasise that my advisers informed ice this wast
the proper place to have the words inserted. I
should be doing wrong if, against the advice given
me, I allowed the words to be inserted elsewhere.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN : I do not think the
Government have any intention of carrying ont
what their amendment proposes. Their objection
to the amendnmcnt of the member for Kanowna
was aiiply a n objection to the side of Lte Chamber
from which the amendment came. Both - sides
of the Chamber I consider have been treated
discourteously in the matter. The Honorary Min-
ister let the Amendment of the member for Kanowna
go without speaking because he saw the nrnnhers.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott : Nothing of the soirt.
Hon. WV. C. AN0WIN : The Honorary Minister's

amendment does not touch public reserves at all.
Hon. F. E. S. Willinott: They are Crown lands.
Hon. W. C. ANCGVIN: But they are vested in

certain persons. I care not what Government
may be in power- and 1 do not think present
Mlinisters will be there long-they cannot shirk
their responsibility' on the rabbit question.
Whether or not they are willina to have a direct
expression of opinion from Parliament on the
point, they will have tQ kill the rabbits : and the
clause should cnntain something definitely and
clearly appropriating money for the purpose.
Subsidies, which are left to the Government,
may be discontinued altogether, and probably
will be discontinued when money is short. The
result will hei to cause the work of destruction
to prove much more expensive later on.

Hon.T'. WALKER: I intend to move an amend-
ment on the amendment, namely to strike out
the words "and otherwise " and to insert in liet,
thereof " public reserves and vacant lands adjacent
to private holdings.'

The Attorney General : You should add the
words " and elsewhefre."

Hon. TF. WA.LKER: That can be done.
The Attorney General: What do you call vacant

lands?
Hon. T. WALKER: The pressure, owing to the

rabbit invasion, has been, so severe in the Eastern
districts that some of the settlers have been eonm-
polled to abandon their holdings. Such holdings
1 would describe as vacant lands. They are &
greater danger than the Crown lands. I move
an amendment on the amendment-

"That the words 'or otherwise" he struck
out, with a view to the insertion of other words.'!
Mr. M1ONEY : 'The 'Minister can hardly appro.

elate what would he the effect of his original
amendment. Instead of widening the powers of
the Government, it would limit them. Without
the mention of a place, the power is unlimited.
If the intention had been that the clause should
mean "'trown lands arid elsewhere," those words
would have been used. TChe Minister should be
happy to accept the amendment moved by the
member for Kanowna. No money is being voted
for the purpose, but the Honorary Mfinisters
amendment as proposedl to be amended would
point out to future Governments that they are
expected to do their atmost to prevent the in-
cursion of rabbits, and, if necessary, to cope
effectively with the pest on Crown lands and un-
occupied lands.

Mr. PICKERINO : I support the amendment
because I have contended all along that this measure
is not sufficiently far-reaching. The Govern-
ment must be alive to the enormously heavy re-
sponsibilities thrown on the shoulders of the
farmers who are the advance guard of settlement.
Those men must he helped. '['he question is not
one of policy, but of saving the agricultural come-
munity of Western Australia.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I greatly regret
that, owing to circumstances, the Honorary Amn
ister was not able to give his explanation at thes
time. Had he been able to do so, the'miember for
Kanowna would have seen at one that the Covern-
meait do not object to the insertion of such a pro-
vision. One has only to gather the meaning of
Clause 9. No moneys have been appropriated
as yet, but, when appropriated, they may' he
spout in certain ways. Generally speaking, the
Government might spend the moneys to be ap-
propriated on Crown lands or vacant holdings,
the object being. to exterminate the rabbit wherever
found in Western Australia. Therefore it would
be almost sufficient it paragraph (a) only had
appeared in the clause. The clause itsell is speci-
ally wide. I agree with the member for Eunbury
that where you specialise in a clause, the more
contraction you make fin it. I would have been
satisfied if it said that the moneys appropriated
shall be applied for exterminating rabbitsi. The
paragraph might well be compressed into the
words, " and generally for the destruction of
vermin wherever it may be found in Western
Australia." Paragraph (d) relates generally to
expenditure.

Hon. T. Walker: I did not want it to be general,
I want it inur specified.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
suggestion of the member for Kanowna, quite
meets the case, provided it is made sufficiently
general. I understand the words he desires to
add are, " on Crown lands, public reserves, vacant
lands and elsewhere."

Hon. T. Walker: No, " on Crown lands, vacant
areas adjacent to private holdings and elsewhere.'



[ASSEMBLY.)

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Might not
'1elsewhere" relate to public lands ? Why not

put before "C'rown lands," the words '"private

lands.'
Hon. T'. Walker: Those are dealt with by the

board.
The CHAIRMAN : It would be as well to deal

with the amendment to strike out the words
first.

Amendment (to strike out the words " or other-
wise ") put and passed.

Hon. T. Walker: I move an amendment-
"That the following wordis be inserted

public reserves, vacant lands adjacent to private
holdings and elsewhere.'"
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Show mec whore

Crown lands come in.
Hon. T. WALKER: The board is authorised

to spend money there and if money is not speas
in connection with private lands, the boards arc
authorised to do it, and the Minister can do it
if the board does not. What is necessary is to
draw attention to the fact that it is an obligation
to deal with those lands that are not held privately.
The whole Bill is for advancing and spending
money on lands that are held, but there is nothing
specifically to draw attention to the necessity of
dealing wit-h those portions of the State not occu-
pied, and we arc authorising now the distribution
of money from moneys appropriated for that
purpose.

The ATTORNEY GENKERAL: The clause as
drawn is as wide as the limits of Western Australia,
and the Minister can spend money under it
wherever he liks and there is no limit but the
coast line of the country. When the hon. member
comes forwardt with a limitation it falls within
the general role laid down by the member for
Bunburv, that if you Oimit the general hy specific
instances, you cut the general out and only spend
the money on the specific instances. The amend-
ment will have the effect of peinitting the Minister
to spend moneys appropriated on Crown lands,
public reserves, vacant lands adjacent to holdings
and elsewhere.

Hon. T. Walker: "And elsewhere."
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That relates

to the vacant areas. Why limit it at all. Para-graph (d)l is specially wide to include everything
and if we start limitations we may omit something
that ought to go in. I do net mind this amend-
ment being passed provided we add " private
lands,'' but I think the clause should be left as
it is. lIt is skilfully drawn and if we interfere with
it, we shall be making work for the lawyers.

Hon. T. WALKER: What is specifically men-
tioned I understand, excludes what is not. But
we can alter that. I think the clause is general
enough, but I do not like the word " elsewhere."
There might he an addendum "'and generally
on all lands of the State whether held privately
or otherwise." I want the amendment inserted
so that it may be everlastingly before the eyes
of those who have the administration of this Bill
that it is obligatory to attend to the clearing of
Crown lands of vermin.

31r. MALEY : I support the amendment of
the Minister because, after all, it is not mandatory.
Even to-day, under the existing Act, the depart-
ment has no authority to spend money on the
destruction of rabbits ;the Bill states that money
may be used for that purpose. It does not compel
the Government to engage in extermination.

The PREMIEFR : I would prefer to see the sub-
lause remain as it is printed. Ifwe addthe words,

proposed, neither the farmer nor the State will be
benefited. The value of the Bill depends upon
the administration of it. The clause gives power
to appropriate certain moneys, which may he
applied by the Government for a certain pur~pose
and then there is brought in a drag-net paragraph,
which embraces everything. it is the desire of
the Government to follow up the destruction of
rabbits on Crown lands and to supplement the
efforts of the vermain bocards. After all, it is only
by co-operation on the part of the farners, the
boards and the Government that we shall bo able
to cope with the evil. The clause has been drafted
with great care and we might let it stand as it is.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would greatly facilitate
the passage of the Bill if we were to go back to
the usual method of dealing with Bills. The
Honorary Minister made fair progress with the
measure last night while he was left alone and
until we reached Clause 9. when the Minister for
Works took the Bill entirely out of the Honorary
Minister's hands. This afternoon the Honorary
Minister submits an amendment to the clause
and no sooner does he do so than the Attorney
General butts in and takes the Bill out of his
colleague's hands and suggests an amendment
on that moved by his colleague.

The Attorney General: I did not do anything
of the kind.

Ron. P. COLLIER : The Attorney General
has been agreeing with the member for Kanowna
and he said, "I will accept it," without even conl-
sulting his colleague. The Atterney General no
sooner does that thani the Premier rises and states
that ho does not agree with either of his colleagues,
and he asks the Committee to allow the clause to
stand as it is.' How can we make any progress
with measures when that kind of thing takes place-
three Ministers in charge of a Bill and disagreeing
with each other. The manner in which the Hen-
orasy Minister handled the Bill last night indicated
that he had a thorough grasp of it and if be is
per-mittedi to remain in charge of it better results
will follow. It is impossible for the Bill to be
dealt ,with satisfactorily if three Ministers are
going to control it. each Minister expressing dif-
ferent upinions.

Hon. T. WALKER: As soon as a measure of
this kind becomes law it is passed over to a de-
partment and the official head conducts prac-
tically all the business under it, and he regulates
his conduct according to what he may observe
in the Bill. Only the other day I wvas talking to
one who was engaged in the administration of
the old Rabbit Act, and I wvas drawving his atte a-
tion to the migration going on to the east of the
rabbit-proof ferces, and imagine my surprise wthen
he said to me, " That is practically out of my
sphere of action." That officer understood
the administration of the Rabbit Act ass it stands,
and this Bill is practically o. replica of it. As
sure as wye are living, if w,, allow these general
words to remain without sonic indication of the
sense of the House, when the Bill passes into law,
being almost a copy of the old Act of 1002, it
will be interpretatod in the same lackadaisical
way as hitherto. In other words, nio innovation,
will he made. We want to direct the attention
of the administrative staff to Crown lands ad-
jacent to settlement and adjacent to vacant lands
and public reserves, and our only way to do that
is to put it in the Bill. Miy amendment covers
every part of the State, and it must be everlast-
ingly visible to those who will have the adminis-
tration of the Act that it is our desire that atten-
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tion be paid to Crown lands and public reserves
which may be a source of the spread of the pest.

Hon. F. E. S. WELLMOfl: I agree to the
amendment, and if hon. members find later on
that we are confining, ourselves to certain areas
and not to the whole of the State, we can only
blame the lawyers for it.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. T. WALKER:; I move an amendment-

"-That at the end of paragraph (d) the words
in any part of the State' be added' "

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
clause covers it.

Amendment put and passed.
31r. PICKERING: [Imove an amendment-

" That the flloing be added to stand as
paragraph (o) :--' The Government shall, in
deciding the amount to be distributed to vermin
beards, do so on the basis of the ratio that the
unalienated land bears to the alienated land
and land in proess of alienation, and shall take
into consideration the rates levied by such
boards ; provided that in areas other than

agriutural areas the basis for consideration
btht of rating.' "

We wvant the greater portion of the amount dis-
tributed to be placed with those boards which
have the least opportunity of getting in revenue.
Some of our remnote areas are very sparsely popu-
lated, and the amount of rates collected therein
mndst be very small as compared with others.
I desire that every consideration shall be given to
such areas. The reason for the proviso is that
the method of rating in agricultural areas is differ-
ent from that in the pastoral areas.

Mr. HARRISON: It appears to me that if
the amendment were agreed to it would mean
that certain areas in the State would have to be
subsidised, irrespective of the presence of vermin,
and would get an amount in proportion with the
area of Dnalienated land. The money should
go where it is most urgently needed, where the
pest is spreading or doing most harm.

Mr. PICKERING: ilt is a question, not of
the size of the area, but of the ratio of unalienated
to alienated land ,because the alienated land
pays rates, whereas the unalienated land does
not. In consequence a, vermin board having
a large proportion of unalienatod land would
have less revenue to defray the cost of extcrmmn-
ation of the pest. .

Honk. IF. E. S. WILLMOT T: The amendment
would defeat the hon. member's purpose. Take
the ease of Kimherley ; theme is there a small
proportion of alienated [and and a very lagre,
proportion of nalienated. laud held by persons
who at present are in a better position to pay
rates than are any other section of the community.
Under the proposed amendment we should have
to subsidise that part of the State in proportion
to the unalienated land. We already have power
to subsidise boards, and in this respect the Minister
administering the Act will give special consider-
ation to boards in whose district the pest is worst.

Amendment put and negatived; the clause as
amnided agreed to.

Clause 1 0-agreed to.
Clause 1 I-Minister 'may delegate powers:
Mr. MIONEY: The Honorary Minister should

give reasons why the powers of the Minister should
be delegated to the chief inspector.

Hon. F. IF. S. Wilhnott: Under the existing
Acts only the Minister has control, and in con-
sequence farmers have had to be brought from
the uttermost parts of the State to appear before

the Minister. By the delegation of authoril
to the chief inspector this sort of thing will I
obviated, for that official will thus be empowen
to take action on the spot.

Mr. Money: Would not that apply to evei
other Minister ?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: It has been four
necessary te give the chief inspector the fulle
power. If he finds that a board is not performeit
its duties as it should do he can take immedia
action. Weeks may elapse if he has to wait
order to report to his Minister. The passing
these powers on to the chief inspector will eniab
him to act quickly.

Mr. Pickering: Does it involve the expendita
of money ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- That is a different thin
The select committee was somewhat inclined
demur regarding this question, bet it was poiuUl
out that it was chicfly only in regard to matte
of detail that the powers to bgiven would affe
the chief inspector. It was sadgthat these prove
would be rarely exercised, and we therefore co
sidered the proposal would be a reasonable one.

Mr. HICKMIOTT: I would point out that
other States the vermin boards appoint thn
own inspectors, hut that here the Minister is
do so.

Hon. T. Walker: Trhe board can appoint i
inspector.

Eion. F. E. S9. WTLLMOTT: We have insrx
tors under the central administration, and yerm
boards also appoint inspect-ors.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 12-Vermin districts:
Mr. PICKERING: I move an amendment-

" That in Subelause, I the following par
graph be added after paragraph (f) 'To divii
and redivide a. district into wards, and deli
the boundaries, and assign names to wards.' "

This is taken from the Roads Board Act. Distric
can be better worked through the medium
wards than through indiscriminate representatie
It is desirable that the vermin boards shouldI
able to divide their areas into wards if they
desire.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: There is a dii
culty in carrying this out. Where there is oi
roads board it would be easy to divide it in
wards, but where there are as many as9 six roao
boards in a vermin district great difficulty won
occur in the matter of representation. Such
vermin district could not satisfactorily be sp
into wards on account of the varying sizes of tJ
roads board districts.

Mr. Johnston : That should make it all tV
more necessary.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I do not think tJ
proposal would be workable.

lIon. T. WALKER: I think it would be me
workable than the system proposed, and wou
make for lucalised interest. I ee no reason wI
delegates, coming from a board on to the eenti
vermin board should nut call themselves repi
sentatives of wards. They would all he nd
one chairman. There are places where it wou
not be wise to have wards, but other places whe
a board can best be worked under this form
subdivision. The amendment will not make
obligatory to subdivide. Fur instance, in sor
cases the Minister will be the board.

Air. TROY:- I am inclined to support ti
amendment on the ground that the system
dividing into wards and giving each ward &I
presentative on the hoard will make for soul
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administration. It would also mean that the
various portions of a vermin board district wil
have better representation than under the proposed
system.

Amendment put and passed ;the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 13--Boards:
Mir. H. ROBINSON .Part IV. seems to contain

nothing definite regarding the appointment of
roads boards as vermin boards. In one part of
my electorate there are a vermin board and a
roads board, involving double expense and not
working very satisfactorily. Where a roads board
exists, it should be compulsory to appoint the
roads board as a vermin board.

lion. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: Clause 43 deals
with the question raised by the member for Albany.
If a roads board should refuse to act, tile Minister
can act. If a vermin board, after appointment,
should refuse to act, the Mtinister can step in. If
a vermin board should act in a way unsatisfactory
to the Mtinister, he can step in. The idea is to
amalgamate various roads boards into one vermin
board, so as to save administrative expense.

Hon. T. WALKER: -There is a point in the
question raised by the member for Albany. Sup-
pose that out of six roads boards appointed as
one vermin board, live are acting while the skixth
does 'lot send a representative to thre vennin
board, what wvould be the position ? We cannot
have the board and the Minister both netina.
It sterna to me that in those circumstances the
vermin board could still act without the Mlinister.

Hon. F. R. ti. WILLMO17T: In those circumn-
stances the Minister would nominate a repre-
sentative of the sixth roads board.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 18--agreed to.
Clause 19--Number of votes:
Hion. F. E. Ii. WILLMOTT:- The clause provides

that an acreage of holding under 10,000 acres shalt
confer one vote, and that an acreage exceeding
10,000 but not exceeding 100,060 acres shalt
confer two votes. It seems to me that under this
provision a man holding 10,000 acres exactly
would have no vote at all.

H~on. WV. C. ANC.W[N: I wish to deal with an
earlier part of the clause. I move an amendment-

" That all -words of the clause after 'have,'
in line 2, be struck out, with a view to the
insertion of other words."

The words I desire to have inserted will provide
that every person qualified to vote shall have one
vote, and one vote only. I believe Australia is
the only part of the world which now permits
plural voting. A person holding 1,000 acres of
agricultural land-and very few hold 10,000
acres-contributes to the revenue of the State far
more, in proportion, than a person holding 10,000
acres of pastoral land, or for that matter 300,000
acres. 'Under the clause as it stands, there is a,
possibility of the holders of Smell areas Of agricul.
iural land being out voted by pastoral lessees.
All voters should lie on an equality.

lion. F. E. S. WILLiMOTT: I hope the amend-
ment will not ho carried. Plural voting is con-
iidered advisable in this connection. New South
Wales and Queensland have plural voting under
;heir vermin legislation, the votbs being based on
,he number of stock. Here we propose to base
,he votes on the areas of land held. I trust the
'ommittee will not make this radical change.

Ron. T. WALKER: The change proposed is
)y no means radical. It is men who vote, and
b erefore in that respect all men should he on an

equal footing. The Honorary Mfinister ought to
acknowledge that this clause has bea adopted
from the old and effete vermin legislation which
the Bill ropeses to repeal.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-.

Ayes .. 11... ..
Noes .. .. 20

'Majority against ... .. 9

,Mr. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Neiman
Mr Jones

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

A ugelo
Brown
Durack
George
Gri friths
Harrison
Hlckmott
Johnston
Let roy
Maley

Avas.

Mir. Lutey
Mt. Troy
Mir. Walker

Mr. Willecek
AMr. Lambert

(Tellet.)

Noss,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Money
Nai rn
Pickering
H. Robinson
R. T1. Robinson

Thomson
Underwood
Veryard
WilhmotL
Hardwicit

(Teller.)

Amendment thus niegatived.

Mon. F. E. S. WILLMO0TT : I desire to move
an amendment-

The CHAIMAN:- The hon. member cannot
do so because the Committee has decided that the
words in the clause are to stand as printed.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 20, 21-agreed to.
Clause 22-When office vacated:.
Mr. PICKERING:- I move an amendment-

"That in paragraph (a) the word 'two ' be
struck out and 'three' inserted in lieu."

The effect of she clause as it stands will be that if a
member fails to attend two consecutive Ordinary
meetings of the board, without leave, he shall
cease so be a member. I think we might well
increase that number to three.

Aft. GRIFFITHS: The select committee
decided, in view of the fact that the ordinary
meetings of the hoards were to be held every
three ulenth, that a member missing two meetings
should no longer hold a seat on the board.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN : A board may call a
meeting whenever it so desires. It is only she or-
dinary meetings which are held every three months.

.Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result:

Noes ... ..

Majority against

Mr. Angwint
Mr. Chessen
Mr. Collier
Mr. Neiman
M r Jones
Mr. Lamibert

.. 10
..2

.. 12

AYES.

Mr, Pickering
Mr. Walker1Mr. Willeock
Air. Lutey

(Teller.)
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Noss. Hon. P. Collier: Could[ we not leave these
Air. Angelo
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
M r. George
.Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Hiarrison
Mr. Htckmnott
Mr. Johnston
At . Itfroy
.Mr. Maley

Mr. Moaney

Mr.
Mr.
M r.
M r.
.Mr.
Mre.
Mr.
tie.
Mr.
Mr.

Amendment thus negatived ;the clause put and
passed.

Clauses 23 to 2(1-agreed to.
Clause 27-Appointment of Chairman:t
Mr. PIC.KERINGO: I move an amendment-

"That the following proviso be added .
Provided that a meeting of a board for the

purpose of this section shiall not he duly con-
stituted unless two-thirds at least of the members
of the bocard are present.'"

I hayo taken this from the Roads Board Act,
under which three members form a quorum, there.
fore three would be in a position to elect a chairman.
We should have something to provide that not
fewer than two-thirds of the mecmbers, shall have
that power.

Mr. Thomson: ;It is provided in Clause 20 that
an absolute majority may remove the chairman
from his position.

Amendment put and passed ;the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 28, 29-ageed to.
Clause 30-Vacation of office by chainman:
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: I move an amendment-

"That in line 2 of paragraph (b) the words
or by resolution of the board is required to

resign his office ' be struck out."
Such a resolution might be pasised. when there is a
bare quorum present. The chairman has to sign
warrants of distress, and the odium attached to
such a duty might serve to put him iii the hands
of three iiieuobers of the board. The provision
is a dangerous innovation.

Mr. THOMSON: The select committee had in
mind the possibility of a chairman, being a large
land-owner, practically holding up the work of the
board by neglecting to carry out the instructions
of the board that certain things he done. The
provision is intended merely for exceptional
cases. I hope it will be retained.

Mr. TRO Y : Knowing something of the jealousies
which exist among some governing bodies, one
can well understand that the ehairiiin of a vermin
board might easily fall foul of the other members
of the board. Personally I do not favour either
the provision or the amendment. If the chairman
does something which warrants his removal, he
should be removed only at the will of a majority
of ratepayers present at a meeting called for the
purpose. I do not think such power should be
given to a bare quorum of the board.

Mr. HARRISON: I do not like the provision-
It is an insinuation that the members of the board'
including the chairman, all of whom are working
in an honorary capacity, do not know their duty.

Bon. T. WALKER: The provision constitutes
an' extraordinarv innovation. Most gentlemen,
if met by a hostile veto of those who had elected
them, would get out at once.

Nairn
H. Robinson

H. I'. Robinson
Tesdale
Thomson
Trroy
Underwood
Veryard
Willmoti.
Ha rd ick

(Telle.)

boards to make their own regulations regarding
this matter?

lRon. '. WALKER: I do not think we ought
to set this pmreont.

Hon. F. E. S. WVILLMO L'T: T certainly do not
like thes words "'or by resolution of the board."
They caut a slur on gentlemen wvho, if they accept
their position, nmust give a great deal of their
time for the good of the country without remuner-
ation. With such a resolution hanging over their
heads it might be difficult to get men to take on
that position. The Committee would be wise to
strike out the words I have referred to.

Amendment put and passed : the clause as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 36--agreed to.
Clause 37-Who to preside and his right to

veoe:
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Will the Honorary

Minister explain this clause ? There have been
disputes in the past a to the deliberative veo
of the chairman, and a decision has already been
given by the Crown Law Department on this
question. Does the clause mean that the chairman
may hare two vut"s?

Hon. F. E. S. WLLLMOTT: I understand that
this is to give the chairman, in the ease of an
equality of votes, the casting vote.

Hon. T. WALKER: Does that mean two
votes, another veo after he has excercised his
deliberative vote ?

Hon. F. E. S. WLLLMOTT : Yesi, to add his
casting vote awepll.

Mr. HARRISON : I have never known of a case
in which a chairman has used both a deliberative
and a casting vote, unless he has been convinced,
from inner knowledge that he possessed, that the
mieeting was on the wrong track, and that other-
wise action would be taken which would be
detrimental to the board. The giving of a dle-
liberative as well as a casting voete would be of
service in the adminis9tration of the Blill.

The CHAIRMAN : If this clause is carried it
will give a deliberative as well as a casting veo
to the chairman.

Mr. DAVIES : The chairman of one of these
board% would be both a member of the board
and the chairman, and as such would have a
deliberative as well asr a casting vote.

Mr. M1ONEY ? In the ease of an equality of
votes, the chairman should have an additional
vote to his casting vote.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 38i-agreed to.
Clause 39-Proceedings of board valid, not.

withstanding defect of appointment, etc. :
Hon. T. WALKER: 'This clause requires ex-

planation. What precedent has been followed?
No doubt it is intended to save legal proceedings,
but I would point out that a board not duly elected
or qualified might strike a rate, and yet such rate
Would have to be a legal one.

Mr. THOMSON : This question was laid before
the Crown Solicitor, who pointed out that, in the
ease of a man who after his election to a board
might ho found not to have been qualified toeact, the
desire was that this would not invalidate any
proceedings which might be taken by the board.

Mr. MALEY ; This is intended to deal with a
ease which might occur under Section 64 of the
Roads Board Act, which states that no returning
officer shall inquire into the qualifications of any
person to be elected or who stands nominated
as a candidate. If a person without qualification
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was nominated and declared elected by a returning
officer he would take his seat on the board at his
Own risk. It i then the intention that no pro.
ceedings taken by the board should be rendered
invalid as the result of this.

Air. GRIFFITHS:. A case occurred recently
in which a man was elected'to a roads board, and
it turned out that be was illegally elected. ft is
intended that the work of the board should not be
rendered invalid because of this circumstance.

Hon. T. WALKER: I would point out that the
-clause is taken from the " Cascoyne failure,"
where the board was incapable of doing anything
that was wise. The principle is an extraordlinary
one. 'There ia a possibility of the majority of the
board being mistaketn in its qualifications, and
yet that board can proceed with business in the
ordinary way as if it was legally constituted.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 40, 41, 42-agreed to.
Clause 431-Reads boards or nominees of roads

boards may be appointed:
Hon. F. U. S. WILLMOTT: I move an amend.

mont-
"That after ' road district' in lines 1 of

Subelauses 1 and 2 respectively, there be insert-
-ad : ' situated within the South-Western, Divi-
saion of the State.' "

Outside the South-Western division of the State,
that is to say north of the Murchison, and also
in the Eucla division, the class of settlement is
very different fromi that in the South-Western
Division, being extremely sparm. On that ac-
count differential treatment is required.

Hon. T?. WALKER: I woeld like some further
explanation. By this clause we grant to the
Government only a permissive or discretionary
power. What makes me dubious. of the wisdom
of providing for the distinction suggested by
the amendment, is that even in the Eucla district
there are roads boards--in ctoser proximity to
the track of the rabbits from the Eastern States
than is the wheat belt of Western Australia-
which are pcrfectly capable of dealing with the
pest, more capable than, a central administration
could be. I hope the amendment will nut be
carried.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. HARRISON: I presumnk that under Sub-

clause 2 adjoining roads boards districts can
amalgamate to form one vermin board district.
But we cannot expect men to give their energies
to this work unless they are compensated for the
time lest and travelling expenses.

Hon. WV. CQ Angivin: Clause 70 provides for
that.

Mr. PICKEQING: Subetause. 2 applies onty
to roads boards included in a vermin district. I
desire that this measure should provide that
roads boards which are anxious to form them.
selves into vermin boards shall be appointed
vermin boards. Accordingly, I move an amend-
ment-

",That in Subelause 2, after ' are,' line 1,
there be inserted ' or desire to be.'"
Mr. THOMSON: I do not think there is any

reason for this amendment. The Governor al-
ready has the necessary power. Roads boards
cannot be compelled to become vermin boards
unless they are desirous of functioninig as vermin
boards.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:; Yes, they can be corn-
polled.

Mr. THOAMN: It would be necessary first
to amend the Roads Act. I am speaking on
information given to me by the Crown Solicitor.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJIN:- Of what use is this
clause unless the Governor has power to appoint
reads boards as vermin boards ? If members of
existing roads boards do not desire to administer
this vermin legislation they will resign, and the
new reads boards would be elected subject to the
condition that they act also as vermin boards.
If the roads boards are given an option in the
matter. the object of this Bill will be defeated.

[Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 p.m.]

Hon. F. E. S, WVILLMOTT - It is quite un-
necessary to insert this power. No Mlinister
would say to a board, " You must be a vermin
board " if that board was not desirous of acting,
because the Minister would have to take over the
control if they refused. Aiready steps have been
taken to appoint members of the roads districts
and in ever y case the member has been written
to asking if he is willing to act.

MIr. PICKERING:. If that is the view the
Minister is taking and if it is a fact that boards,
at their request, may bo appointed, I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave wvithdrawn.
The MINTISTER FOR WVORKS : If a member

of a roads board is appointed the term should he
for the unexpired portion of the term for which
he is a member of a roads board.

Mr. Thomson:. That is provided for in the next
claime.

Clause as amended, put and passed.
Clause 44-uspension or abolition of boards:
'Mr. PICKERING: I think Subelause (d) is

unnecessary. It imputes dishonesty to a board
before that board conies into existence. I shall
vote against it.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 45, 46, 47-agreed to.
Clause 48-Appointment of road board in lieu

Of vermin board:.
lRon. F. I,. S. WILLMNOfl: I move an amend-

mont-
" That after ' district ' in line 2 the words

situated wxithin the south-west division of the
State' be inserted."
Amendment put and passed, the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clause 49-agreed to.
Clause 50-Holdings rateable:
Hon. F. E. S. WVlLLMOTT:- I move an amend-

ment-
",That the proviso be omitted and the follow-

ing inserted in lieu :-' Provided that public
reserves and holdings within any municipal
district or townsite shall not be rateable.'"
Mr. Thomson: You should include roads board

districts.
Hon. T. WALKER:- Does the Minister intend

to include toivusites by the amendment ?
Hon. F. E. S. Wilimotte: Yes.
Hon. T. WALKER: In agricultural districts

there are many declared townsites where there
is not a single inhabitant.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: They would not be
rateable,

Hon. T. WALKER: There may not be inhabi-
tants but there are holders, I know one or two
who hold coweisito blocks adjoining settlement,
those blocks would be very good harbours for
vermin.
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Hon. F. E. S. WILLMNOTT: The reason of the
amendment is this:- it is considered that the
people as a whole in this State are paying a cer-
tain amount every year towards the destruction
of verin. Already 9700.000 has been spent,
and we are still spending a certain amount every
year. Everyone in the State is taxed to assist.
The people who are going to benefit directly, in
particular, are those not in the townts, mimnici-
palities or the cities, hut those people who have
holdings outside--the paatoralists, the farmers,
the orchardists, and so on, and those people roust
he the only people rated and not those in the
towns.L If we include townaites as a rateable
proposition people who are already paying would
be called on to pay again.

Hon. T. WALKER: Every man in the State
pays his taxes.

Hon. 11. H. Underwood (Honorary M1inister):
flow muc;h will the rabbits or dingoes trouble
people in townsites ?

Hon. T. WALKER : It is niot the dingoes but
the rabbits.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: The holder of a block
in a townsite must destroy the vermin on his
block.

Hon. T. WALEFEt: But whet about the rates?
If the member for Murchison (Mr. Holman) were
here he would tell members that up to a few
weeks ago he held a block right upon a reserve
which is a towosite. No one is living there but
people have taken up blocks. There is no fence
and no barrier between the vacant blocks of
these holdinps. Under the Bill the holder of the
block would have to pay ratesi to the roads board,
but the holder of a block just outside the townaite
would not have to contribute towards the vermin
expense, .although on the vacant block where
nobody lives, the rabbits may remain undisturbed.
It is not equitable. It should ba a national question
and all should contribute. Why make those people
in the heart of an infested district immnune from
contributing towards the destruction of the ver-
min ? The townsites in the agricultural areas are
practically part and parcel of the infested areas,
end while they are in no way fenced off, and the
farmer is supposed to protect them and keep the
pest away, the townsites arc not to contribute one
penny. We are putting the burden so much on
the farmer that very shortly we shall have no
farmers at, all. I know of men who have 'gone off
their holdings because they have not been able to
stand all the imposts. put upon them plus the
rabbits. A townsite in an infested district should
be made to contribute its share.

Mr. HARRISON: The proviso says, " Provided
that holdings within a municipal district end
public reserves shall not be rateable, and that
holdings within a townsite or portion of a townsite
shall not be rateable in any ease in which the
Governor by proclamation so declares." Does
it mean that the Governor is going to proclaim
all these townsites in the country areas to be
exempt ?

Hon. T. Walker: The amendment will exempt
them altogether.

Mr. HARRISON : Then I am against the
amendment. At the towesite of Rellerberrin
there is a water reserve adjoining the granite
rocks, and there are 5-acre blocks there which are
held by townspeople and which are splendid
breeding grounds.

Ron. P. Collier: Not within the townisitc.
.Mr. HARRISON:- Yes.

Hion. F. B. S. Willmott: It is a suburban area,
which is a different thing.

Mr. HARRISON:; I believe that the Keller-
berrin townsite extends to the racecourse. If
we could hare the whole State rateable for this
it would be the right thing. The farirei are
protecting every asset in the State.

Hon. P. Collier: But what is the use of that
now that the Bill does not admit that principle ?

'Mr. HARRISON : I am nut to get rates from
anyone in the country districts who is likely to
have a breeding ground for rabbits.

Mr. C.sRIFF1THSI : This clause was very tally
considered by the Committee. These townsites
in many cases are only tewnaites4 in name. There
may he a railway siding there, and one man living
on the place, tand such places make good breeding
grounds. If the proviso is left as it is in the Bill
it will meet the position,

Hion. F. E. S. WTLMOTT:- If the Committee
are going to insist on including townsites we
should also insist on including municipalities.

Hon. P. Collier : And cities.
Hon. F. E. S. WTLLMOTT:. Exactly. Take the

case of a man who has a block with his home on it.
Under the Bill he will have to destroy all vermin
on that block. We arc not right in imposing
a rate on that man unless we tax everyone. We
should not say that we will tax people in a townsite
hut not these in cities and municipalities.

Mr. THOMSON:- I hope the Committee will
not insist upon municipalities and to;Vnsites pay-
ing rates. Take a district like Katanning Land
throughout that district might be valued on an
average at it per acre. How many acres in any
town would be valued at Li ? I suggest how unfair
the incidence of taxation would be on people
livingm in a roads board townsite, where, after all,
there are no services whatever. I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the amendment, for under
the clause a man on a quarter-acre block in a
small town would have to pay more than a man
,with a thousand-acre holding.

Hon. T. WALKER: The clause has at least
some semblance of fairness. The farmer has to
keep his holding clear to protect hims-elf, and
has to pay rates in addition, while all the time
it is the farmer who creates the value of the town
block. In some eases it is only reasonable that
the owners of towosite blocks should contribute
something to the upkeep of a vermin district,
while in other eases it is not necessary that this
should be done. The amendment crudely ex-
empts all. I trust that the amendment will not
be carried, and that we shall agree to the clause
as it stands.

Amendment put and passed;, the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 61 to 65-agreed to.
Clause 566-Powcr to levy rate
Mr. ANGELO: I move an amendment-

"That in line I of Subelause 2 the words
- two shillings' be struck out and L'one shilling'
inserted in lieu.' 1

I wish to put the ease from the point of view of
the Gascoyne vermin board. Under the existing
Act the rate is Is. I understand that the reason
for the proposed increase is that the Government
wish to raise a further sum with which to meet
the maintenance charges. But a previous Gov-
ernment gave a solemn undertaking that the
rate would not be increased beyond the shilling ,
and I now ask the Committee to honour tha
undertaking. The member for Kanowna, on the

sea-ri d reading, referred to the Gascoyne vermin
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board as ii, shocking example, If that board is
in arrears, it is because the old Act was badly
drafted and the Government had niot power to
collect the rates. Subsequently the pastoralists
undertook to make up the arrears and recoup the
Government the capital cost of the fence, together
with interest, on the understanding that the
Government restricted the rate to Is. and main-
tained the fence.

Hon. T. Walker: Have the pastoralists paid
up ?

Mr. ANGELO: They are paying off the debt
as arranged. If they are still behind it is be-
cause the Government are debiting the board
with. the cost of maintenance, which is against
the principle end the spirit of the agreement
entered into ;and now if the clause is passed as
printed, they will be charged double rates. I
believe the Honorary Minister recognisee that
this honourablo agreement does exist, and is
prepared to support my amendment.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: I propose to accept
the amendment. There is no doubt that those
who had the 2s. put in did not give sufficient
thought to the matter.

Hon. P. Collier: To whom do you refer?
Hon. F1. E. S. WILLLMOTT:. The committee

and the advisers of the committee. I think a
mistake has been made here. If wve took the
Kimberley district as an example we would find,
if the 2s. rate was levied on every 1,000 acres,
that these people would be called upon to pay a
vermin rate of twice the present land rate, and I
consider the tax is too high.

Amendment put and passed,
Mr. JOHNSTON : It is proposed to give the

vermin boards power to levy a rate of 3d. an
acre on all land in the vermin hoard district. At
present the rate payable to the Crown is only
Gd. an acre per annum, and for the first ive years
the settler gets the land rent free.

Hon. F. E. S. Wilimoit: It is 3d. in the pound
on the unimproved value.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Where the land is worth
£t per acre. As most of the land is only valued
at 10s. per acre the settler's vermin rate would
he out of all proportion to the purchase money
he is paying for the land. I move an amend-
ment-

",That in Subsection 2, line 3. after the word
~of' the word 'half' he inserted.' "
Mr.x 'MAIEY: A roads board rate is based on a

maximum. of 3d. and a minimum of one penny.
A vermin board may niot require more than the
sixteenth of a peuny of the sum which may be
raised by a roads beard.

Hon. F. E. SL WLLLMO2T: - I suggest that the
amendment should read to the effect that the
maximum amount shall not exceed lid. on the
unimproved value. We only want the minimum
amount that will enable the authorities to make
the work eliectuat. In my opinion the amend-
ment will force the vermiu board to strike a rate
of not less then one penny.

Hon. T. WALKER: This is already provided
by the amendment in & much clearer way than
is suggested by the Honorary Minister.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are largely making
a gues at the amount that will he required to
carry out this work. If the maximum that can
be raised is reduced to lid. it may be found that
this is not sufficient, and that the State as a whole
will have to make up the difference.

Hon. F. E. S. Wilimoti: We worked out the
amount, in the case of six roads boards at one
farthing, which would be an ample rate.

Hon. P. Collier: Did the committee ascertain
the total amount raised by the whole of the roads
boards ?

Hon. W. C. Angwvin:- It was £92,000 last year
for all the roads boards.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A considerable portion of
that was raised by roads boards which will niot
be affected by the Bill.

Mir. Thomson: That can be out down by half.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The rates were principally

at one penny.
Ron. P. COLLIER: It is difficult to make an

estimate of what the cost will be. Allowing for
the amount which wvill be provided by the G~ov-
erment, if we limit the rate to lid., will suffi-
cient money be raised to enable the boards to
eope -with the pest 2

Mr. Thomson : I chink there will be ample.
Hion. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the best thin

would be to accept the admendment, and after
12 months' experience of the Act we shall be in a
position to judge how the provision works.

Hon. F. E. S9. WJLLMOTT : I accept the
amendment. We worked out what rate would
be required in a large district, and first came
to the conclusion that n halfpenny would be
sufficient, and then that one-farthing would
suffice. Therefore lid. should be arnple.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. MALEYV : I move an amendment-

"That the following be added to stand as
Subclause 5 -:-' Provided always that when any
owner has enclosed his land within a sufficient
fence within the meaning of this section, he
shell be exempt from rating.'11

Fencing is the only ellicient method of dealing with
the rabbit pest, and we should encourage the use
of that method. The rabbits which are within
a fenced holding cannot be a danger to the sur-
rounding landholders.

Mr. HARRISON: There is a good deal to be
said in favour of the amendment. Some land-
holders were far-sighted enough to fence in their
areas at an early date.

Hon. P. Collier: You might add, '-and wealthy
enough."

Mr. HARRISON:- Fencing is the best method
for ridding oneself of the rabbit permanently.

Mr. THOMSON:- A similhr provison to this
was in the original draft Bill, but the Committee
thought its deletion desirable, If this measure
dealt with rabbits only, the amendment might be
considered ; but the Bill deals with all vermin.
Under the amendment, the man of wealth, able
to fence, would be exempt, while the poor man,
unable to fence, would have to pay. How, under
the amendment, would the roads be kept clear of
vermin?

Nfr. LU'EY : I support the smedment, which
is only f air. Later, when the sparrows arrive,
we shall probably have to reconsider this exem ption.

Baon. F. r. S. WILLIOTT: Trhe Committee
should consider this cmatter very carefully. 1 do
not like the amendment at all. This is a vermin
Bill, and not nierely a, rabbit Bull. in the South.
West dingoes are the trouble now, and not rabbits ;
and I have yet to learn that any fence is effective
in keeping out dingoes.

Amendment put and passed the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 57, 56&-agreed to.
Clause 59--Recovery of rates
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Bon. W. C. A-NOWIN : I mtove an amenlnment-
"That uhelausrs 2 aend 3 be struck out."

These subelause% refer to the signing of distress
warrants by tive chairman of a vermin board-
a very badl principle, and obnoxious to manny
chairmen. Why Should a chairman he called on
to dto such work ,Rates ought to be treated
as an ondinaryv debt.

Ho,,. F. E. .1. Wilimi tt : But you cannot propose
anyone else in the place of the chairman,. a

[tn.W.0.A1i WIN :Ever,,bary a a
secretary or a clerk, and that officer culd, take
proeedings in the courts. I have known eases
where people were very hardly- dealt with for
non-payment of rates, being actually sold up
wh~ereas a court wvould have allowed time for
payment by instalments.

I-Io. IF. E. S. WVILIAIOTT: No doubt the
hon,. memb~er, out of the kindines of his heart,
wishes to do all lie can to prevent anyone being
Bold up. At the same time I would point out
that if people can pay and will not pay they should
be made to pay. If we have to force thiese people
into court, what will it cost ? It is much hotter
Lu leave the clause as it is. There will 1)0 no
fear of a chiairman rnsling in to sign distress
warrants and sell up peple because they have
iot raid.

I-Ion. T. WALKER :This is a feudal law which
dates back to the dark ages. It is the miost heart-
less way of recovering a debt known to society.

lir. '1HO)ISON ;I hope the Committee will not
delete the subeilauses becau.se it is in the interests
of the people themselves that they Should mai n
Ihave been a member of a roads bo~ard for a number

oftyears, and we have never had occasion to summon
a scan for not paying rates. We have said at
times " We will take what you can give us." In
some instances we have givesn men employment
in clearing or road- making so as to enable them
to work off their rates. Who is going to be more
sympathetic to the men owing money than fellow
farners ? 1 would rather leave my case to be
judged by members of a roads hoard than by a
court. in the interests of the farmers themselves
it is better that these matters should be dealt
with in the way proposed in the Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I can believe, as the
member for IKatanning states, that the members
of roads boards give sympathetic consideration to
people with regard to the payment of rates, but his
argument is beside the point. He would prefer
to leave thes people in the hands of the board.
The amendment however does not take them out
of the hands of the board. We merely propose to
alter the process of recovery. There is no reason
why the beard should be less sympathetic by the
suggested method than under the existing method.
As the member for IKanowia stated, the proposal
in the Bill is a survival of a bygone age. There
should not ho any difference between the treatment
over a debt of this kind and an ordinary debt. The
Commissioner of Taxation has aot power to levy
distress upon me if I refuse to pay say income tax.
I-e has totake me tocourt. And so itis if Irefuse
to pay may water rates. Therefore, under the
Bill before us, no action should he taken to recover
a debt except by the method adopted in every
case. What reasonable objection can there be
to the amendment ?

The Attorney General :The cost. It will be
necessary to serve a summons on a man who may
be manymiles away, and then there will be a
charge of 109. mileage.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At any rate tihere should not
be any need to employ lawyers. The member for
Katanning stated that he did not know of a ce
where dlistress had been levied. That was so,
but it wvas because people knew, that there was a
liability from which there wait no escape. The
time is ripe for us to wipe out this old method,
which dloes not obtain in regard to any, other
debts which persons may be called upon to pay.

Amen'lment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes .. 0. .
Noes ... ... ... is

Majority against ...

AYE~S.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

At r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
bir.
Mr.

Angwln
Oh esson
Collier
Pickering
Rlocksa

Angelo
Brown
Durack

George
Griffiths
Harrison
Hlcknmott
Johnston
Lef roy
Maley

Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lutey

(Tells,.)

NES.

Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
IMr.
Air.

Nai r.
H. Robinson
Ri. T. Roblosom
Teesdale
Thomson
Underwood
W iI nott
Hardwicka

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN: Subelause S shows the

anxiety of the framers of the Bill that a distress
wvarranlt, having issued, should be immediately
put into effect to the last extreme. The Sub-
clause provides for the sale of any goods Seized,
without waiting for the taking out of an
auctioneer's license.

Bon. P. COLLIER: I nam disposed to movo
as an amendment that in line 2 the word " may"
should he Struck out and "shall not' inserted
in lieu. We do not wvant every Tom, Dick and
Harry in the local authority acting as an amateur
auctioneer in a distressed household. Again,
under the provision the Government would he
losing the revenue represented by the taking
out of auctioneer's licenses.

The Attorney General: Why not move to
strike out the subelause 2

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: I do not like it my-
sell.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I move an amendment-
"That suhelasise S be struck out."

Amendment put and passed ;the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses A0 to 70-agreed to.
Clause 71.-Powers; of 'Minister and boards as

to fencing
Mr. PICKERING : What fences are likely

to be erected under this provision?
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: Any fences that,

in the opinion of the oflicers administering the
Act, may be necessary. For instance, it is very
desirable that when times are again normal we
should erect a fence east. and west to connect
the two north-south fences.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 72-agreed to.
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Clause 73-Power to affix wire netting, etc., to
fences:

Hon. T. WALKER: Under this clause the
board can conmc along to a farmer's holding and
affix wire netting to his fence; and immediately
that is done the occupier of the holding becomes
liable for the interest on the capital cost of the
material and the work of affixing it. The settler
is called upon to pay interest on die capital cost
of the fence from the moment that the wire
netting is erected. Why should a man on the
outskirts be obliged to shoulder this burden for
the protection of his neighbours in the inner side
from the direction in which the rabbits are
coming ? It is provided that the debt in ques-
tion shall be en the land itself for all time, so
that it passes from owner to owner.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: The clause stands
by itself and provides for the fixing of wire
netting.

Hon. T. WALKER: For nothing?
Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: Gertainlv.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Can you put

your finger on the place in Clause 74 where it
saysv that wire nettinrr has to be paid for?

Hon. T. WALKEg: I admit that this is not
mentioned in the clause that we are dealing with.
This says that the Minister or the board may
cause to be affixed wire netting. At whose cost
will this be done?

Hfon. F. E. S. Willmott: At the cost of the
board.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Honorary Minister
is only guessing at that. I maintain that my
contention is the right one.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: The member for
IKanowna, is wrong. Clause 73 simply gives the
beard or the Minister power to affix wire netting
to an existing fence. The fence may be an
ordinary sheep fence, or may be a seven-wire
fence. There is no intention of charging the
owner of the fence with the extra cost of putting
on the midre netting. The two succeeding clausesi
have nothing to do with Clause 73. They were
inserted at the express desire of the Chief In-
spector of Rabbits, to deal with blocks immed-
lately adjacent to the existing rabbit-proof fences.

Hon. T. Walker: Will you agree to add to the
clause the words, ".at the sole cost of the Minister
or the board "

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: I cannot accept
such an amendment. Under it, the board would
not be safeguarded.

Hon. T. WALKER: To test the matter, I
move an amendment-

" That the words ' at the sole cost of the
Minister or the board' be added to the clause."
Mr. MALEY: I support the amendment. All

those clauses relating to fences, 17 or 18 of them,
are going to frighten the very life out of the
farmer. We can trust the local authorities to
wvork out their own salvation in this respect.

Ron. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: I shall accept
the amendment, if only to prove the sincerity
of my reading of Clause 73. The amendment
is unnecessary, but if the member for Kanowna
wants it I do not object.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
Amended, agreed to.

Clause 74-Contributions by owners:
Hon. T. WALKER: I hope the Minister will

make this clause consistent with what precedes.
Subelause I means, practically, that the Govern-
ment am to erect fences at the cost of holders.
The moment a Government or a board fence is

of use to a holder, he shall pay the cost, though
that very fence may be safeguarding hundreds
of settlers against the inroads of rabbits.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott : Only when the holder is
fenced on three sides already, and snkes use of the
other fence in order to be fenced on four sides.
He cannot be rated until hoe is fenced in all round.

Ron. T. WALKER : But the fact remains
that the Government or board fence is for the
benefit of the whole district.

Ali-. HARRISON : I think Clause 73 has a bear.
ing on Clause 791.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott : None whatever.
Mr. HARRISON : The argument of the member

for Kanowna is that the fencing of country sets
a a check to prevent the rabbits from going in
that direction. The Agricultural Royal Com-
mission suggested, asr one of the beat means of
checking the rabbits, to run fences east and west
from the existing Government fences. If these
additional fences were erected, the farmers on the
line of them would have to pay a fourth of the cost,
although the fences would be the protection of all
the settlers. It seems to me that Clause '74, in
conjunction with Clause 73, is intended to provide
means by which settlers niay be forced to assist
in the fencing of blocks between roads. Is that
the meaning of the clause ? If so, they have to
pay thre full cost of the fence, but they are allowed
to pay in annual instalments. There is this as
against the argument of the member for IKanowna
They are making a rabbit-proof fence through all
the holdings, and that will be a good businessg
proposition.

Mr. LITTEr: There should be some definition
of what is a barrier fence.

Hon. F. E. S. WTLLMOTT: We all know
that as soon as a man fences three side of his
holding, the fourth side being already fenced by
a neighbour, half the cost of the neighbour's fence
has to be paid for. Surely it is only right,
if a holder makes use of the fence as his boundary,
that he should pay. At the present time we have
Non. 1 and 2 fences, and if a man abets on either
of those fences and uses either of thorn as one
of his boundary fences, or a section of it, lhe must
pay, and rightly so.

Mr. MALEY: Is thisq payment of interest to
go on interminably, or can a farmer purchase his
por'tion of thre fence?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I take it if the
board is willing and the owners is desirous, a person
could purchase his portion of the fence, but I do
not think any holder is likely to want to buy.
It is better for hirfi to pay a small interest on a
portion of the fence which he mnakes use of, and
which the Minister or the board have to keep in
perpetual repair.

Ron. WV. C. Angrin: Who keeps the fence in
repair nowI

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott:t The Minister.
Mir. Pickering: There should be a limitation

of the period for paying interest.
Mr. GRIFFITHS : It seems ridiculous that,

along this main fence, by paying a certain rate
per annum farmers are going to buy a certain
section of the fence.

Air. Maley: Nothing of the kind.
Hon. W. C. ANC.WIN: The rabbit-proof fence

is kept in repair by the State, and immediately
the Bill is passed farmers have to pay interest and
keep up this fence. The Government intend to
get rid of their responsibility. It does not seem
fair that the adjoining holder should pay interest
when the whole of the settlers in a district benefit.
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Would a farmer adjoining the fence have to pay
for the use of the fence on his boundary-pay
interest on it ?

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott : The board keeps it
in repair.

Ron. WV. C. ANGW LN: But the farmer has to
pay for it.

Ron. F. E. S. Willmott: Yes ,but instead of
putting up a fence himself the farmer makes use
of this.

Hon. W,. C, ANGAWIN: A farmer has only to
pay interest ; be has not to find the capital. I
think it is a burden the fanner cannot afford.

Air. HARRISON : The fences have been erected
for a number of years, and the farmers along the
fence are likely to he muleted in the cost of it. It
is not only their particular holdings that are
getting the benefit, flees it nmean that anyone
who links on has to pay ? I did not think a farmer
could link on. Although there are farmers on
either side of the fence, only one farmer will have
to pay interest on the fence on his boundary.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott:z On one side a farmer
can adjoin ;that is the western side, but not
On the other.

Mr. HARRISON: Then the person on the
western side has to bear the brunt of the interest
on the capital cost, although the fence has been up
for a number of years, and it has been stated to-day
that the fence would not pay for removal.

Air. TROY: Hon. members have not much
to complain about, as the settler wvho links uip
with the fence has to pay interest on the capital
cost. He has the adva~ntage that one portion
Of his selection is al-eady fenced. Surely a man
who uses the rabbit-proof fence as part of the
boundary of his property should pay something.
Under present conditions too, a man who has the
opportunity of using the rabbit proof fence is in
a much better position than anyone else. The
Bill, however, does not compel a settler to join
up with the rabbit-proof fence ; if ho does join
that fence, he does so for his own convenience.
On. the Murchison quite a number of station holders
are using the rabbit proof fence as a boundary
fence and they are vry glad to pay for doing so.
I do not think any injustice at all will be done.

HRon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (H-onnrary Min-
ister):- There are 400 miles of this fence running
through my electorate, and I can hear out what
the member for 11t. Magnet stated, that though
the pastoralists are not worried by the rabbits,
they are glad of the opportunity to link up with
the fence and to pay for the advantage of doing so.

Mr. LUTEY: I think we ought to defite what
is a barrier fence, otherwise there is bound to be
trouble.

Mir. HARRISON: Will the Minister explain
whether there is any provision in the Bill whereby
those on the inside and who do not touch any of
the boundary fences will hare to pay a moiety ?
If there are a dozen or more farms to be fenced
in, the man in the cenitre gets the benefit and
does not contribute,

lion. F. E. S. Willmott : Yes, be does, under
Section 70.

Mr. MALEY : I move an amendment-
" That in SubeLsa 3 the words 'an annual

suam equal, to interest at the prescribed rate
per annumn on' be struck out."

The subelause will then read-
If any fence belonging to the owner of any

holding is, after not less than seven days' notice
to the owner, altered, repaired, improved,, or
renewed by the Mrinister or a board, such owner

shall become liable to pay to the Minister or
the board the cost of such alteration, repairs
improvement or renewal.

Hon. members will see that the amendment el-
plains itself. If we let the subelause stand as
it appears in the Bill, paymnt becomaes indeter-
minate.

Ron, F. B. S. WILLMOTT:; The reason for
the subelause as it appears in the Bill is to give
the small1 man a chance ; he will not have to pay
the full amount at once. The payment can ho
spread over a period.

31r. GRIFFITHS : I suggest that, instead of
those words being deleted, an addition be made
providing for the payment of the total cost or,
alternatively, of the annual interest.

Hon. W. C. ANOIX:N This is similar to a
provision in the Water and Sewerage Act, under
which a large number of property owners elected
to pay interest on the cost of their sewerage con-
nections. In this ease also, no doubt, many, people
will prefer to pay interest on the cost of the work
rather than to pay that coat. I agree that it
would be better to make it alternative.

Mr. TROY: I hope tho bon, member will not
persist with his amendment. I agree that it
would be wrong to impose an indeterminate p~ay-
merit without alternative. The q uestionl of whet her
the holder pays the whole cost or pays interest on
that cost, should be discretionary.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOfl': I think I know
what the mover of the amendment has in mind,
and if he will withdraw she amendment, 1 will
undertake to have a suitable amendment properly
drafted.

Mr. MALEY : I will withdraw the amendment,
Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Ron. F. E. S. WILLMTOTT:; I move an amend-

ment-
"That the following be added to stand as

Subelause 4:-(.) For the purposes of this
section an owner shall be deemed to so make
use of a fence as aiforesaid if he receives the
benefit thereof, or of any part thereof, as a
protection to his holding or any part the reef
against vermin."

I have previously explained the amendxnonI.
Where three owners abut on the fence, A and C
Link uip and have to pay. B. who is in the middle,
does not link up. Re has all the advantages,
yet he pays nothing. The amendmentprorides
that B shall pay the same as A and C.

Mr. T7ROY : I have followed the illustration
given by the Minister. Let us take it a Little
farther. D and E lie behind A, B, and C, and
although not abutting on the fence receive all the
advantages and are protected by the fence from
the incursion of vermin. I think, D and E ought.
to pay some proportion of the cost of the fence in
consideration of the advantages they are recciving ;
yet they ought not to be called upon to pay quite
as much as A, B, and C, who not only enjoy the
protection of the fence but are able to use it as
a boundary fence. I will support the amendment.

Hon. F. B. S. Willmott:- That would be a ques-
tion for the department to determine.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 'Th-Enforereet of contribution
Eon. W. C. A'NOWIN:- I move an amend.

ment-
",That in line 2 of Subelaruse S the words

together with one-tenth more by way of penalty'
be struck out?'

The prevision represents too high & penalty.
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, Ron. F. E. S. WIL3OTT: 1 have no objection
to the amendmrent.

Amendment put and passed ;the clause as
amiendedl agreed to.
* Clause 76-Contribution to vermin and rabbit-
proof fences by adjoining owners:

Mr. JOHNSTON :I move an amendment-
" That at the cnd of Paragraph (c) of Sub-

clause 4 the words 'but shall not exceed one-
half the actual cost of the fence' be added.'
Hfori. F. E. S. AVfLLMOTT :I see no objection

to the amendment.
lion. P. COLLIER : In mly opinion that which

is sought by the hon. msember is already provided
for.

lion. F. E. S. WILL-MOTTI : That fixes the
amendment at half the value of the fence, but the
other paragraph Sseaks of the value at the date
who,, the Tnotice of demand was. givens.

Mr. JOHNSTON :It is only whien a mail joins
on with the fence that the demand can be made,
although his fence may have been built five years
before.

Amendment put and passed ;the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 77 to SO-agreed to.
Clause SI-Power to require wrater supplies to

he fenced in vermin infested districts:
Her. T. WALKER: How is the Honorary

Minister going to provide for this. and how is the
theces ralbit-proof netting to be obtained at

tepresent time ? Canl we be sure that a supply
within the purchasing power of those who have
to use it call be obtained?

Hon. F. E. S. WJLLMOTT : I admit that we
cannot obtain it at present, but we are anticipating
the time whenl we shall he able to get it at a reason-
able cost.

Hon. TP. Walker: This is compulsory.
Hen. F. E. S. AVILLMOTT: Yes, hot no board

would attempt to enforce the clause becaose the
Minister would step in. The Minister himself
cannot secure enough wire netting to fence iii the
water for which he is responsible.

Heon. TP. Walker : Cannot something be inserted
to make it incumbent on the Government to give
notice to the settler when the time comes?

Ro,,. F. E. S. WJLLMOTT: It has to be clone
by lproclamlation, and so proclamation would he
issued until the wire netting was at hand.

Hall. T. WALKER ;The proclamation simply
declares that a certain district'is vermin infested.

Hall. IF. E. S. Willrnott: It also sets out the time.
Hon. T. WALKER : The proclamation may be

necessary before it is absolutely incumbent upon
the bocards to fence, or before wvire netting is avail-
able. I move an amendment-

" That the following further proviso be added
to Subelause I : 'Provided also that the pro-
visions for compulsory- fencing of water supplies
shall net be enforced until and unless the holders
have been notified that the Government or a
bocard is prepared to supply the wire-netting.'"
Hen. F. E. 8. WILLMTOTT : The amendment is

unnecessary, because of the words in the subolause
" within the time specified." When a district is
declared a vermin infested district by proelama-
tion. the proclamation can specify the time;
and it can read that the time shall be whenl wire-
netting is available.

Hon. T. WVALKER: There are two elements
of adminlistration. The Minister makes proelama.
tion, but the board can insist uponT fencing.

Hion. F, F. S. Willmott: The board cannot.
The Governor may.

Holl. T. WALKER: lint the board also has
power to order at alt" timeo tho erection of vermin
proof fencingi.

Mr. GIRIFFITHS : I intend to support the
amendment. We should have a proviso in the
Bill such as the hon. member has moved because
it will afford the necessary safeguard.

Amendment put andt passedj1 the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 82-amred to.
Clause 83-Slipply of wire netting by MXinistor

or board :
M1r. JOR NSTON :Subelause 2 providcs-"Sueh

mortgage. shall be a first charge upon the land,
in Priority to every other thea existing or
future charge and inclumbranee affecting the
same, except rates and taxes." That naturally
affects Agricultural Bank loans. I aur sure the
Attorney General will remember the active part
he took in this Chamber in opposing a somewohat
similar provision proposed by the late Govern-
ment in regard to the Industries Assistance Board.
It was pointed rout that we would not be able to
get assistance from the financial institutions if
they ran the risk of having their first charge on
the land taken from them. The districts where
rabbits are most prevalent contain a great deal
of the beost land in Western Australia not yet
unproved. I clove an amendment-

a'That the following proviso be added to
Subelause 2-' Provided that such advances
shall only be made when the existing mortga-
goes of the holding have given their consent
in writing.'

Parliament adopted a similar provision in regard
to advanees under the Industries Assistance Board.
The advances could only be made to take priority
provided the existing mortgagees gave their
consent in writing. I urge the Minister to adopt
this provision.

[Hon. G. Taylor took thle Chair.)

Hon. T. WALKER : I take it that the amend-
ment will mnake the advances for the purpose of
procuring the very necessary wire netting de-.
pendent upon the consent of the existing mort-
gagees.

Mr. Johnston :Unless you do that, you will
not get any advances.

Hon. T. WALKER: The clause provides that
advances shall be a first claim upon the land.
It is incumbent that wc should have wire. I
do not know that we arc helping to get the wire
by fixing the order in which the security shall
stand.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
The PREMI ER (Hon. H. B. Lofroy-Moore)

rll-2]: I move-
"That the House at its rising, adjourn till

4-30 pin. on Tuesday."
We had thought to adjourn till Wednesday, but
if wea were to do that it might result in lenigthen-
ing the session until the following week. I ala
hopeful that if certain measures come forward
from the Council in time we shall be able to finish
our labours next week. We have the Vermin
Bill still before us, and we hope to get further
business from another place on Tuesday.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11-3 p.m.


